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As an organisation, WAFarmers has a very powerful
voice. As the State’s largest and most inﬂuential rural
lobby organisation, WAFarmers is the go-to organisation
in Western Australia for those in the media, government
or industry seeking the farmers’ point of view. On average,
WAFarmers will speak or be quoted on the radio, television,
online or in print on a daily basis.
Through this strength, WAFarmers is able to successfully
lobby government, form business alliances, and,
importantly, communicate key messages to both the rural
and metropolitan public, all for the beneﬁt of our members
and the wider agricultural industry.

The WAFarmers 2012 Annual Report details
much of the important work and achievements
accomplished by WAFarmers in 2012.
For members, this publication provides you with an
opportunity to see what your support has enabled
WAFarmers to achieve. For non-members, this
information is intended to educate you about the
on-going work, challenges and successes of
WAFarmers, and will hopefully encourage you to
consider becoming a member. As a not-for-proﬁt
organisation, we rely on the continued support of
current and new members to continue our good work.
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1912–2012
1913

1932 PPA and Wheat Growers’ Union
meet to form a joint committee to
explore wheat bulk handling, ﬁnanced
by Westralian Farmers. This eventually
leads to the formation of Co-operative
Bulk Handling (CBH) in 1933.
1932 Primary Producers’ Association
sectionalised into commodities and the
‘Political Section’.

1980

1940

WAFARMERS’ WINS/HISTORY
1912 Farmers and Settlers’
Association is formed. This creates
the ﬁrst ofﬁcial version of WAFarmers
as it exists today. Alexander Monger
was elected the Association’s ﬁrst
President.

1944 PPA separates from its political
section and the Country Party, and the
latter two entities form the Country and
Democratic League.

1979

1946 Farmers’ Union of WA formed as
an amalgamation of the PPAand Wheat
and Wool Growers’ Union of WA.
Walter Noakes was elected the Union’s
ﬁrst President.

This committee will be establishing an
1800 number that farmers can call to
discuss any difﬁculties they are facing.

1980s PIA took up the ﬁght to the Banks to
ensure farmers’ property were not sold for
less than market value. P11 History booklet
for more info.

1916 The Association’s ofﬁcial
journal, the Primary Producer was
ﬁrst published.
1919 Westralian Farmers (who were
publicly listed in 1984 as Wesfarmers
Limited) separates from the Farmers
and Settlers’ Association.
1929 The ﬁrst Annual Dairy
Conference was held in Bunbury.
1931 The WA Dairymen’s
Association and the PPA consolidate
into one body under the control of
the PPA.

CATTLECARE The WAFF welcomed
the move by Harvey beef processor
and exporter EG Green and Sons to
pay producers more per head for cattle
purchased from Cattlecare accredited
farms. The WA processor has agreed to
pay an extra $5 per head to accredited
Cattlecare producers.

LOCUST CHEMICAL DEAL WAFF was
successful in negotiating a deal with
Wesfarmers Dalgety that allowed WAFF
members to purchase locust control
chemicals and receive a rebate on
their order.

1913 Farmers and Settlers’
Association establishes the Country
Party (forerunner of today’s National
Party) as its political voice.
1939 The second Australian Wheat
Board is formed under legislation by
the Commonwealth Government as
a statutory marketing authority for
all wheat produced in Australia, in
response to lobbying efforts from the
PPA and other farming bodies.

WOOL INTERNATIONAL PRIVATISATION
WAFF has been successful in lobbying
the Federal Government to privatise Wool
International into WoolStock Australia,
to manage the sell down of the wool
stockpile to beneﬁt its shareholders (Wool
International Unit Holders).

GRAIN FREIGHT AGREEMENT WAFF was
successful in the signing of the Western
Australian Export Grain Transport and
Handling Agreement that will see the
investment by industry in rapid rail loading
facilities which will contribute signiﬁcantly
to the efﬁciency of rail logistics.

Helped create a Landcare policy with the
Commonwealth Government
WAFF played decisive role in restructure of
the statutory lamb marketing board.

STAMP DUTY The WAFF dairy section
has been successful in lobbying the
State Government to have stamp duty
reimbursed to dairy farmers when they
convert DSAP payments into up front
payments.
TAXATION The Australian Dairy Farmers
Federation and WAFF dairy section have
managed to secure a ruling from the ATO
enabling WA dairy farmers to write off
cancelled quotas as capital loss.

GRAINS WAFarmers saved farmers
around $1.5million in the 2008/09
season by pressuring InterGrain into
refunding growers all End Point Royalty
deductions and ensuring that End Point
Royalties will never again be charged on
Carnamah wheat.

2004

WINS 2008–2009

WINS 2008–2009
DAIRY WAFarmers has joined forces
with Western Dairy, DAFWA and WA’s
major processors to create the Industry
Plan for Growing Dairy in Western
Australia.

The WA Farm Inputs Taskforce was
established which was largely the
brainchild of WAFarmers President,
Mike Norton, and involved industry
and supplier groups along with the
Department of Agriculture and Food WA.
TRANSPORT WAFarmers helped
secure $45 million immediate reinvestment in sections of the Northam
to Albany grain rail network.
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WAFarmers’ Supporters
Every WAFarmers’ member receives a FarmCard as part of their annual membership, which entitles you to exclusive,
genuine discounts on a range of products and services that will save your business money. Please visit the WAFarmers’
website, wafarmers.org.au, for the latest details.

WINS 2010

FARM INPUTS WAFarmers held talks
with fertiliser suppliers, resulting in the
Ravensdown United Farmers initiative
which saved members at least $20 per
tonne on MAP and DAP fertiliser costs.

Established the WAFarmers
WheatPool, managed by Emerald
(www.wheatpool.com.au).

WAMMCO INTERNATIONAL The meat
section of WAFF lobbied hard for producers
to take control of the assets of WAMMCO
International when the State Government
announced it no longer intended to support
the statutory marketing body.
1990s WAFF fought for nearly 100
changes to OH&S Laws and got all but 10
of them.

2001 St Vincent de Paul / WAFF
Drought Appeal

GST EDUCATION CAMPAIGN WAFF
developed a three-tiered GST education
proposal that was adopted by the National
Farmers Federation. This culminated
in over $15 million being allocated to
Australia’s GST Education campaign for
Primary Producers.

1985

1979 WAFarmers was involved in the
formation of the National Farmers’
Federation (NFF) formed with former
Farmers’ Union of WA President, Sir
Donald Eckersley elected inaugural
President

2001 Negotiated a reduction of 30 per
cent in AGWEST’s Crop Improvement
Royalty

WAFarmers is a member of the
Ministers Genetically Modiﬁed (GM)
Organisms reference group.

1954
1939

WINS 2001

WINS 2000
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE WAFF
general president Colin Nicholl has been
appointed to the Seasonal Committee
to look at the problems WA farmers are
facing this season.

1933

1915 First mention of a wheat
pooling scheme in Australia is
made at a Farmers and Settlers’
Association conference before the
Commonwealth Government set up a
pooling scheme administered by the
ﬁrst Australian Wheat Board.

century of achievement

LIVESTOCK WAFarmers lobbied
extensively for the progression of
the new Muchea Livestock Saleyard
Complex, which opened in May 2010.

WAFarmers’ FarmCard Supporters

WAFarmers successfully lobbied the
State Government to release $487,000
of the Cattle Industry Compensation
Fund ensuring an extension of the
National Livestock Identiﬁcation
Scheme (cattle) Program.

2012
WAFARMERS SIGNED A HEADS OF
AGREEMENT WITH GRAINGROWERS LTD

Corporate Supporters

WAFarmers helped formalise legal
concessions to allow up to 10 per cent
over-loading during harvest as part of
the Harvest Mass Management Scheme.

2011

Centenary Conference 2012 Sponsors
Department of
Agriculture and Food

2008

2000
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Executive Reports

President’s Report
Dale Park

“The WAFarmers blog commenced
in November 2012 and has given
us the ability to interact with
all members who are computer
literate. I hope once those who are
not, see the possibilities and join
the computer age.”

Dale Park with WA Agriculture Minister,
Hon. Terry Redman.

Having just celebrated our hundredth
year, it is time to take stock, look back
and remember our achievements
over our past century and then look
forward to the future.

of women across the city and rural
areas, working together on an action
plan for the future generations’
understanding of where their food
comes from.

Western Australia’s farmers have
to adapt to a world that is changing
by the week, if not by the day.
Information is instantly available and
communication is possible in real time
around the world.

As members are aware, there has
been discussions, through the
latter part of the year, on a change
or modification of the WAFarmers
structure. This has been brought
upon simply by the change of pace
in which we do business and also by
financial pressures. The WAFarmers
Board released its 2012–2017
Strategic Plan which outlines our
goals and objectives. To ensure the
success of this Strategic Plan, the
Board has put together a working
group to make recommendations on
a modernisation process.

With this in mind, WAFarmers has
embarked on several strategies that
will make your organisation both more
relevant and more attractive to the
younger generation and women in our
farming partnerships.
The WAFarmers blog commenced
in November 2012 and has given us
the ability to interact with all members
who are computer literate. I hope once
those who are not, see the possibilities
and join the computer age.
Our Marketing and Communications
Manager,
Allie
McNeice,
with
our Membership and Community
Development
Officer,
Megan
MacNeill, have put together the
Leading Ladies group, which consists

2
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Live Exports
Just when we thought we were
climbing out of the hole that has been
the Indonesian live cattle trade, we
have been hit by the antics of Bahrain
and Pakistan. It doesn’t matter how
much regulation, preparation or
planning we put into an industry, you
cannot and should not plan assuming

people are going to commit illegal
acts. If our customers are not going
to keep their word then we should not
trade with them.
There have been many countries in the
Middle East who have demonstrated
good faith and have gone out of their
way to make this trade work. Lets trade
with them.

Year of the Farmer
The Year of the Farmer concept was
an extremely good one, however
the poor execution and lack of
collaborative approach with industry
bodies lead to a very disappointing
delivery. WAFarmers played a
leading role in the Western Australian
launch at the City Farm, however
the lack of presence out in Western
Australia lead to a disappointing
awareness campaign, which had so
much potential.
It will be interesting to see where
the Year of the Farmer ends up.
The organisers want to keep the
organisation going, but that is going
to take a much better effort at raising
and managing the money.

100
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Dairy
Everyone will still remember the
motion that went to General Section
Executive from conference last year
calling for a boycott of Wesfarmers
Ltd. It is a matter of judgement as to
whether you give someone a blood
nose or you enter into a dialogue and
get a better outcome.
In this case, the Executive chose to
talk with Coles. We are continuing to
build a stronger dialogue with Coles
to find ways in which we can achieve
better returns for dairy farmers.

Grain
National grain representation is
slowly moving to a situation where
the National Farmers’ Federation will
have committee which will have all the
states and Grain Growers Ltd sitting
on it. This is a possible model for
other commodities as we have both
Cattle Council and WoolProducers
Australia looking at what they may do
in the future.

Staff
Lastly, WAFarmers would not be
anything without our really dedicated
crew led by Andy McMillan. They
do truly go above and beyond their
duty.

Dale Park

Dale Park with Immediate Past President,
Mike Norton.

We are continuing to build a
stronger dialogue with Coles
to find ways in which we can
achieve better returns for
dairy farmers.
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CEO’s Report

I made specific mention of live exports
last year and I do again this year if only to
acknowledge the support of the Federal
Minister, Hon Joe Ludwig, for the live
export industry in the face of extreme
pressure from his own party room and
animal activists.

Andy McMillan

WAFarmers celebrated its centenary
year in 2012 with the Annual
Conference and Annual General
Meeting (AGM) the premier event.
The Conference dinner, in particular,
was a tremendous success, all guests
enjoyed a great night and it was a
fitting farewell for outgoing President,
Mike Norton.
Dale Park has taken over the reins
and has wasted no time getting out
and about meeting with members,
sponsors, politicians and industry
service providers in addition to
establishing a credible position in
the media.
In addition to Dale’s election at the
2012 AGM, Tony York was elected
as Senior Vice President and Max
Watts as Vice President. Trevor De
Landgrafft was elected for a second
term as Board member for the Eastern
Region and following the retirement
of Tony Pratico after completion
of his maximum four-year term,
Michael Campbell was subsequently
appointed by the Board to fill the
Western Region temporary vacancy.
Mr Pratico’s service to WAFarmers
over many years on the Dairy and
General Section Councils and the
Board has been exceptional and
greatly appreciated by all who have
worked along side him.

The Challenges
2012 has continued the run of
challenging seasonal and economic
climates for our members. When an
adverse political climate is thrown into
the mix, an air of pessimism is to be
expected. On the upside, we have
an election year to look forward to
in 2013 and with the downturn in the
mining sector, the optimists amongst
us will be looking for positive offerings
in agricultural policy as we head to the
ballot box.
Like many of our members leading into
the 2011–2012 harvest, WAFarmers
was looking forward to the record
crop delivering long awaited financial

4
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gains to ease the pressure at the Bank
and increase equity, but the weather
Gods had one more card to play with
a wet harvest and returns suffered
accordingly. The rains were good
for pastures and for the bulk of 2012
livestock prices have also been good.
Despite recording a loss in 2011,
WAFarmers’ financial position remains
strong and the Board continues to work
on improving services to members
and efficiencies in the operational
aspects of the organisation. To this
end, a process of modernisation
has commenced, which will see
changes made to the structure of the
organisation at all levels. Members will
be kept fully informed of this process
as it progresses.

New Membership Ofﬁcer
During the course of the year,
the Board approved funding for
a Membership and Community
Development Officer, to provide
an even greater focus on servicing
the needs of existing members and
membership recruitment activities.
Many issues dealt with during the
past year will be covered elsewhere
in this Annual Report. I made
specific mention of live exports last
year and I do again this year if only
to acknowledge the support of the
Federal Minister, Hon Joe Ludwig, for
the live export industry in the face of
extreme pressure from his own party
room and animal activists. Many will
question the veracity of that support

but it is only through involvement with
the National Farmers’ Federation that
I have come to fully understand the
machinations of the political processes
in Canberra and the respective
pressure points inside and outside
the party room that are certainly not
apparent to the average voter.
The fact that Minister Ludwig has held
his line in the face of this pressure is
commendable.
This understanding of the political
process does make talking to
disgruntled members an easier task
but also has a down side. Like many
Australians, I have been appalled at
the standard of Parliamentary debate
on many occasions during the
year, both at the State and Federal
level. Suffice to say that Australians
deserve better.
In conclusion, I once again
acknowledge the efforts of WAFarmers
Perth office staff and regional
Zone Co-ordinators. WAFarmers is
fortunate indeed to have such a group
of people so talented and committed
to the future viability of agriculture and
therein WAFarmers members.
I look forward to the ongoing support
of our members, sponsors and
business partners into 2013 and
beyond.

Andy McMillan
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Grains

President Kim Simpson
Executive Officer Danielle Whitﬁeld
2012 has been another busy year
for the Grains Council.
Before I
begin with the body of this report,
I would like to comment that as a
Council, we sometimes receive
negative comments about our lack of
willingness to engage with industry
bodies on important issues via the
media. The Grains Council believes
that while the media is an important
source of information to the public, it
is not the most appropriate place in
which to have a meaningful dialogue
and that this is best done behind
closed doors, with the relevant parties.

Wheat Export Marketing
From a grains perspective, one of the
biggest media topic’s of 2012 was the
Wheat Export Marketing Amendment
Bill 2012. The Council supports the
Bill which is registered to repeal the
Wheat Export Marketing Act 2008
by abolishing the Wheat Export
Accreditation Scheme and the Wheat

Export Charge, winding up Wheat
Export Australia (WEA) and removing
the access test requirements for
grain port terminal operators. While
there were attempts by some parties
to rehash an outdated and divisive
debate about the merits of the single
desk, as opposed to deregulation,
the Council maintained that it was
in growers’ best interests to look at
the marketing environment in 2012
and make an informed decision on
the Bill. While the Grains Council
acknowledged that WEA had played
an important role in the transition from
the single desk to a deregulated market
place, by 2012 it was the view of the
Council that WEA had appropriately
performed its prescribed functions
and was no longer a requirement.

Industry Access Code
The Grains Council believes that the
Industry Access Code of Conduct
currently being developed should be

extended or an additional code of
conduct be developed to provide the
desired level of protection for growers,
in relation to marketers, export terms
of trade and payment terms and is
currently in discussions regarding this.
The Council welcomed the passing
of the Bill through both houses of
parliament.
The need for industry good functions
in the current marketing environment
and who should pay for them has also
been an ongoing discussion in the
grains industry. Earlier this year, the
Grains Council opposed a proposal
by Grain Trade Australia (GTA) to
utilise the residual funds collected
under the Wheat Export Charge and
collect funds via a voluntary levy on
grain exports to fund post farm-gate
grain industry development functions.
The Council is of the view that industry
good functions need to be reviewed
and should, wherever possible and
appropriate, be the responsibility of,
and funded by, the sector of industry

Keeping grain on rail has always been
a priority of the Grains Council and it
welcomed the announcement from
the State Government that Tier 3 rail
lines are to remain in operation until at
least 31 October 2013.
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that is most applicable to the function,
that being the trade sector or the
production sector. For example, if the
trade is looking for more transparent
grains stocks information, then they
should fund and make available this
information through a body which is
relevant to them, in this case GTA.
Growers should not be called upon to
provide further information in this area.

Research and Development
The Grains Council has continued
to take a keen interest in research
and development by building on
its positive relationship with the
Grains Research and Development
Commission (GRDC). The Council
maintains that GRDC must maximise
efficiency and minimise duplication of
services to ensure results for growers
and reasserts the need for increased
research in the areas of frost and
drought tolerance.
The Grains Council strongly opposed
any changes to barley standards in
Western Australia when the Grains
Industry Association of WA (GIWA)
conducted a review and welcomed
GIWA’s response to tread lightly in

this area. The Council’s opposition
remains staunch until such time as
alternative malting barley varieties are
introduced that address the inherent
issues of small seed size and higher
level screenings with current end-user
preferred malting varieties such as
Baudin, Buloke and Gardiner.
The Grains Council welcomed moves
by the End Point Royalty (EPR)
Steering Committee to streamline
their Harvest Declaration Forms to
make the process easier for growers.
The Council acknowledges the
changes made by the Committee, as
a sign of their willingness to work with
WAFarmers on behalf of growers, to
ensure that EPR collection is as simple
as possible and remains committed
to the ultimate aim of having a
completely paperless process for
growers in the future.

GM
Early in 2012, the Grains Council
instigated the creation of a jointly
branded fact sheet on GM Canola
with the GRDC and the Department
of Agriculture and Food Western
Australia (DAFWA). The aim of the fact
sheet was reﬂective of WAFarmers’
responsibility to its members, and

The Council supports the Bill which is
registered to repeal the Wheat Export
Marketing Act 2008 by abolishing the
Wheat Export Accreditation Scheme
and the Wheat Export Charge, winding
up Wheat Export Australia (WEA) and
removing the access test requirements
for grain port terminal operators.

6
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the wider grains industry, to ensure
they are provided with unbiased
and balanced advice regarding GM
technology and how both GM and
non-GM producers can co-exist
together to enable producers to
make their own decisions as to the
uptake of the technology in their own
farming enterprise.

Grain on Rail
Keeping grain on rail has always been
a priority of the Grains Council and it
welcomed the announcement from
the State Government that Tier 3 rail
lines are to remain in operation until at
least 31 October 2013. The lines were
due to close on 31 October 2012,
however this extension will allow the
CBH Group (CBH) and Brookfield
Rail to find a long term commercial
solution for the rail lines.
WAFarmers
and
its
affiliated
organisation, the Wheatbelt Railway
Retention Alliance (WRRA) will
continue their efforts to ensure the
survival of the Tier 3 rail network into
the future.
The Council continues to comment on
and contribute to the Biosecurity and
Agriculture Management (BAM) Act
2007 and represent members on the
GrainGuard committee. The Council
acknowledges the vital importance
of protecting Western Australia’s
$2.7 billion grains industry and is
committed to helping to develop new
initiatives to boost WA quarantine,
surveillance and emergency response
capabilities.

Chemicals
The Council also acknowledges
the importance of chemicals to the
farming enterprise and will fight to
retain the maximum amount of safe
chemicals available for growers.
To this end, the Council strongly
refuted the intention of the Australian
Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines
Authority (APVMA) to suspend the
use of Diuron and welcomed their
decision to allow its use in broad-acre
cropping scenarios.
The Council
contributes to discussions facilitated
by Grain Producers Australia (GPA)
regarding chemical issues within the
Australian grains industry and will
continue to do so.
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Following
member
concerns
regarding
grain
contracts,
in
particular verbal contracts and the
current method of dispute resolution,
the WAFarmers Grains Council is
working with Gadens Lawyers to
create a grower grain trade contract.

Iraq Wheat Debt
The WAFarmers Grains Council
acknowledges the work of previous
Grains Council’s in relation to the Iraq
Wheat Debt of the late 1980s to ensure
that the debt was not written off at the
time. Following advice that part of this
debt will be paid back to Australian
growers in installments by 2028, the
Grains Council has called on the
Federal Government to pay growers
money owed in a lump sum so that
the debt repayment is a Governmentto-Government matter rather than
impacting negatively on farmers.

Locust Assistance Scheme
Following
concerns
raised
by
members of the Corrigin/Lake Grace
Zone, regarding Australian Plague
Locusts,
WAFarmers
petitioned
the State Government to provide
assistance. As a result, the Western
Australian Government has introduced
a Locust Assistance Scheme to
encourage commercial producers to
undertake control of Australian Plague
Locusts. The one-off scheme aims to
assist eligible producers with locust
control with costs incurred to purchase
and apply registered or permitted
chemicals on pastures which was an
excellent result.
WAFarmers has long recognised the
need for producers to have access
to affordable and appropriate risk
mitigation strategies in response
to adverse seasons and will
continue to lobby State and Federal
Governments to provide support for
growers in this area.
The Council has no doubt about the
benefits afforded to Western Australian
growers by virtue of the co-operative
nature of storage, handling and
logistics available to them which has
ensured efficiencies and minimised
costs in an export driven state. CBH’s
outstanding performance in the record
breaking 2011–2012 harvest which was
severely hampered by wet conditions,

is reﬂective of the overall direction that
the company is heading in and the
co-operative should be commended
for the multitude of ways in which they
are ensuring its continued success
and that real benefits ﬂow back to its
grower shareholders.

Achievements
y

Entered into a collaborative
arrangement with
Grain Growers Limited
(GrainGrowers) to provide
many benefits for WAFarmers
grain producing members;

y

Successfully lobbied the
State Government regarding
Australian Plague Locusts to
introduce a Locust Assistance
Scheme;

y

Successfully lobbied the
Australian Pesticides and
Veterinary Medicines Authority
(APVMA) to retain the use of
Diuron in broad-acre cropping;

y

Worked successfully with the
End Point Royalty Steering
Committee to further streamline
End Point Royalty collection;

Research is also needed with respect
to malting barley specifications and
the instruments that are required to
test these specifications at harvest for
colour in relation to malting quality.

y

Successfully opposed
changes to barley standards
in WA which would have been
detrimental to malting barley
production in this state;

GrainGrowers

y

Instigated the creation of a
jointly branded fact sheet
on GM Canola with Grains
Research and Development
Corporation (GRDC), the
Department of Agriculture and
Food WA (DAFWA); and

y

Successfully opposed proposal
by Grain Trade Australia
(GTA) to utilise the residual
funds collected under the
Wheat Export Charge and
collect funds via a voluntary
levy on grain exports to fund
post farm-gate grain industry
development functions.

The difficult season did however,
magnify to growers the reliance on
receival testing equipment, such as
falling number machines, they were
not only time consuming, but also
generated some discussion about
their accuracy. It also magnified
issues surrounding colour testing for
barley. As a result, the Grains Council
has approached CBH Operations,
GIWA and GRDC about the need
for urgent research to be instigated
to discover and develop a more
accurate and speedy method, taking
into consideration a calculation of
moisture content to ascertain the level
of falling numbers in wheat.

The Grain’s Council is excited about
the collaborative arrangement it
has entered into with Grain Growers
Limited (GrainGrowers) and has
now attended five national forums
facilitated by the organisation. The
forums are a key means to bring
state farmer organisations together
to discuss national issues which can
then be conveyed to the national
decision makers to drive innovative
policy solutions.
In addition to the positive role
GrainGrowers has been playing with
respect to national representation,
GrainGrowers brings to the table
a raft of decision support tools,
technical and analytical services and
innovative projects in partnership
with other industry and government
organisations.
As
Australia’s
only
national,
independent,
member-based,
financially sustainable, technically
resourced,
grain
producer
organisation, the Council looks forward
to a long and mutually beneficial
relationship with GrainGrowers.
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WAFarmers and Emerald Grain
Brad Gosling

Section Reports

The relationship between WAFarmers
and the Emerald Group continues
to grow, with both parties recently
agreeing to renew their alliance.
Emerald is looking forward to a further
five-year partnership with WAFarmers
and believes it can offer great benefits
to WAFarmers members.
We continue to witness very tough
grain
growing
and
marketing
conditions for members as production
and prices remain volatile. Thankfully,
many WAFarmers Pool participants
received some level of assistance,
with Emerald able to offer ﬂexibility
and understanding during one of
the most difficult periods for Western
Australian grain producers.
While members were enduring a
wet harvest in 2011, the Emeraldmanaged, WAFarmers WheatPool
was able to work with members to
accept all deliverable grades. We
were also able to provide additional
ﬂexibility with our new and innovative
pool management offering, Personal
Pricing Strategies.

Early Order Premium (EOP)
In what has been a lean 2012,
we are again looking to provide
further ﬂexibility and assistance to
WAFarmers members who have had
production failure through novation of
their contracted pool commitments.
Many growers who made Early
Order Premium (EOP) commitments
in March and April 2012 have seen
tremendous growth in the base value
of their grain. With such high returns
on offer, the WheatPool Oversight
Committee agreed the WAFarmers
EOP Pool would be closed to protect
value for members and commenced
marketing activities.
With the EOP Pools closed,
WAFarmers, in conjunction with
Emerald, wanted to provide growers
with a new, separate Harvest Pooling
option for wheat.
The recently launched WAFarmers
Wheat DAP (Dynamic Annual Pool)

8
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offers a shorter 12-month marketing
period and some ﬂexibility around
nomination dates. Marketing has
commenced to take new commitments
for this product.

Platinum Partners
The new Emerald and WAFarmers
partnership and Platinum Sponsorship
agreement will boost the alliance
between our organisations and will
be formally celebrated during the
WAFarmers Annual Conference in
March 2013 at the Vines Resort and
Country Club.
The WAFarmers Emerald Alliance
Committee (WEAC) is comprised
of WAFarmers CEO Andy McMillan,
Derek Clauson, Trevor De Landgrafft,
Emerald Group General Manager
Marketing
and
Trading
Brian
Dalitz, Emerald General Manager
Distribution Mick Cattanach and
Emerald WA Regional Manager
Brad Gosling. Through more regular
interaction, the WEAC team will
ensure that the alliance delivers
benefits to WAFarmers members
through alternative grain marketing
options and increased market and
industry information.

Achievements
y

Worked with members to show
ﬂexibility and understanding
with harvest quality issues
during 2011 harvest;

y

Maintained industry leading
distributions during congested
a shipping schedule following
the all-time record 2011–2012
WA Harvest;

y

Provided members with strong
gross returns and quality
reward payments;

y

Personal pricing strategies
used by all participants, with
differentiation now clear;

y

Launched the 2012 WAFarmers
Calingiri Pool and the
WAFarmers DAP;

y

Responded quickly to a
drought-pricing environment by
closing the EOP Pool; and

y

Collection of varietal end
point royalties for the 2011
harvest and beyond to reduce
administration on members.
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Industrial Association
Secretary Philip Brunner

During 2012, the WAFarmers Industrial
Association has continued to be
involved in representing members’
workplace relations interests.
The major issues dealt with during the
year have been:
•

the statutory review of the Fair
Work Act 2009; and

•

the review of the Pastoral Award
2010.

The first of the above issues follows
from the Association’s involvement
with
the
Workplace
Relations
Committee of the National Farmers’
Federation (NFF).
On behalf of
this committee, the NFF has made
recommendations for certain changes
to the Fair Work Act, some of those in
summary:
•

A commitment by Government
to funding the Fair Work
Ombudsman’s office;

•

Provision for individual contractual
agreements to be made;

•

The introduction of a cap on
damages claims;

•

An ability for costs to be ordered;
and

•

WAFarmers continues to provide
advice and assistance to members
in relation to all workplace
relations issues, and to represent
and help members within the
various tribunals.

Reduce red tape, confusion and
complexity within the Fair Work Act.

The second issue also follows from
work that the Association has assisted
with as part of a group coordinated by
the Workplace Relations Committee
of the NFF.
On this issue, the
Association has also made its own
application under the modern award
review process. By this application,
the Association seeks to maintain the
ﬂexibilities (predominantly the right
to undertake weekend shearing) that
currently apply within the shearing
sector of the industry.
The WA Shearing Industry Association
has made a like application and both
organisations will pursue these in Fair
Work in the forthcoming year.

Achievements
y

Working with the NFF Industrial
Relations Committee on the
2012 modern award review
strategy; and

y

Implementing strategies,
in conjunction with the WA
Shearing Industry Association,
to maintain ﬂexibilities within
the shearing sector of the
industry.

Generally
WAFarmers continues to provide
advice and assistance to members
in relation to all workplace relations
issues, and to represent and
help members within the various
tribunals.
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Dairy

President Phil Depiazzi
Executive Officers Verity Morgan-Schmidt and Megan Clements

Section Reports

is most likely due to a range of factors,
with supermarkets eroding value from
the supply chain, being probably the
most inﬂuential one, closely followed
by decreased state herd numbers
due to high numbers of young heifers
sold to the export market.

New WAFarmers Dairy Section President,
Phil Depiazzi.

Despite one of the driest winters on
record, most dairy farmers have had
a reasonable finish to the season
with good yields of fodder being
conserved as silage or hay.
While 2011–2012 saw seasonal
conditions ripe for increased milk
production, the state’s milk supply
declined by six per cent. This situation

WAFarmers, through Dairy Section
and the Dairy Section Executive, have
continued to focus their attention on
the issue of encouraging the milk
processors in Western Australia
to extract maximum value from
the domestic market place and
actively seek other viable export and
manufacturing markets for Western
Australian milk.

Milk Price Wars
In April, Coles agreed to increase
the price it paid to Harvey Fresh for
its milk. The 3.3 cents per litre price
increase was a small, but important,
first step in securing increased
farmgate prices to the dairy farmers of
Western Australia. WAFarmers also
welcomed the new transparent way
of doing business and looks forward

to working with Coles on a range of
issues in the future.
The Dairy Section asked the Collective
Bargaining Group, led by Mike Norton,
to develop a cost of production matrix
that can be used in negotiations with
processors and retailers now and in
the future. The first version of this will
be available for use in early 2013

National Representation
The Australian Dairy Farmers (ADF)
restructure was accepted by a
majority of the states.
This is a great result for WAFarmers,
as an organisation, as it now has
even more benefits to offer members.
Western Australian dairy farmers
now have a well-financed and wellresourced national body to represent
them at a national level, on issues that
impact producers across the country.

A group of dairy farmers meet with
Parliamentary Secretary for Agriculture,
Hon Sid Sidebottom.

WAFarmers also welcomed the
new transparent way of doing
business and looks forward to
working with Coles on a range of
issues in the future.
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The Conference dinner was
a standout success. A very
entertaining evening was had by
the 130 guests who attended for
the presentation of national milk
quality awards, to more than 40
Western Australian dairy farmers.

John Guimelli receives the Milk bottle
Award, recognising his service to the WA
dairy industry.

Representing Western Australian
dairy farmers are Peter Evans on the
ADF Board, Michael Partridge on the
National Council and Phil Depiazzi on
the Animal Welfare PAG.

Dairy Conference
The
WAFarmers
Annual
Dairy
Conference was held in late July 2012,
in conjunction with Western Dairy’s
Business Breakfast and was well
attended by dairy farmers and industry
representatives. The Conference
dinner was a standout success. A
very entertaining evening was had by
the 130 guests who attended for the
presentation of national milk quality
awards, to more than 40 Western
Australian dairy farmers.
The Milk bottle Award was presented
to John Guimelli, recognising
a lifetime of service to the West
Australian dairy industry.
Conference delegates were treated to
a range of speakers from each of the
processors as well as Dairy Australia
and Jay Horton of Strategis Partners.
The stand out presenter of the day,
Julian Cribb, author of the Coming
Famine, whose presentation was
well received and extremely thought
provoking. He shared his views on what
future agriculture production might
look like and the role the dairy industry
would play in future food production.

The Annual General Meeting saw
some changes to the Dairy Section
Executive. Peter Evans who has
served as Dairy Section President
for five years stood down. Peter has
made a great contribution to the
organisation and his commitment and
dedication was greatly appreciated.
He will continue to make a major
contribution to the Australian Dairy
Industry in his role on the restructured
ADF Board. Dardanup dairy farmer,
Phil Depiazzi, was elected as the
new President, with Michael Partridge
taking on the Senior Vice Presidency.

Brunswick Dairy Showcase

safe, highly nutritional and are a
consistent high quality. This was
brought about by a current affairs
program and its reporting of permeate
being an unnatural additive to milk
products. WAFarmers hit back at the
program asking why they should seek
to undermine Australian milk products
by providing misleading information
to consumers.

Achievements

WAFarmers again ensured the
successful running of the Dairy
Showcase
at
the
Brunswick
Agricultural Show on the last weekend
of October.

y

Milk price wars win with Coles
announcing price increase of
3.3 cents per litre to Harvey
Fresh, which was passed onto
farmers;

The crowds of visitors in attendance
were treated to milking station
displays, tasting of various dairy
products from small local producers
and larger milk processors such as
Harvey Fresh and Brownes Dairy. This
was an excellent showcase of Western
Australian dairy products and gave
the general public a real chance to
connect with where there dairy foods
come from in Western Australia.

y

Australian Dairy Farmers (ADF)
restructure finally accepted by
majority of states, great result
for Western Australian farmers
and WAFarmers; and

y

WAFarmers Dairy Conference
was a great successful
especially the Conference
Dinner and the incorporation
of the national milk quality
awards, which saw dinner
attendance increase from 50
to 130.

WAFarmers reassured consumers
that the range of milk products
available in Western Australia are
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Meat

Section Reports

President Jeff Murray
Executive Officers Verity Morgan-Schmidt and Megan Clements

WAFarmers were invited to
represent producers on the Western
Australian Live Export Taskforce.
This taskforce was set up by the
Minister for Agriculture and Food,
Hon Terry Redman, to ensure ongoing
communications and collaborations
among the major players involved in
the industry.

WA’s beef rising stars attended the Meat
Section Council Meeting in March.

2012 has been a challenging year
for livestock producers with varied
seasonal conditions resulting in some
areas of the state having adequate
rainfall and pasture growth, while
other areas were found desperately
short of feed and dam water.
The Global Financial Crisis and high
Australian Dollar had negative impacts
on Australian export markets to the
European Union and North America,
leaving the Middle East as the brightest
market for sheepmeat currently, albeit
at reduced carcass weights.
The closure of Hillside Meats, the
difficulty in opening the Gingin abattoir
along with the ongoing live export
issues has seen saleyard competition
decrease and prices come under
severe downward pressure.
The supermarkets’ efforts to decrease
the price of lamb for consumers,
lead to lower red meat prices across
the board, on domestic markets,
as other red meat outlets struggle
to maintain market share and
match reduced prices. WAFarmers
welcomes the contracts put out by
Western Australian Meat Marketing
Co-operative Limited (WAMMCO) for
next year’s lamb supply, providing
some security and confidence to
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sheep producers better forecasting
for next year’s budgeting.
WAFarmers recognises the need
to continue to fight for an improved
bottom line in agriculture as the cost of
inputs increase and tighter regulations
grip the industry.
The purchase
of abattoirs in the Great Southern
(Beaufort River and Narrogin) has
indicated that exporters are ensuring
both live export and the boxed meat
industries continue into the future.

Live Exports
The debate over live export was
reignited
in
September,
when
allegations were made by Bahrain
and Pakistan over the health of 21,000
sheep on the Ocean Drover. The
shipment was eventually confirmed
as carrying disease-free livestock
in October, by the Pirbright Institute
in London, verifying that Australian
producers had been maintaining
animal welfare standards.
As a result of an impending crisis for
the industry, WAFarmers were invited
to represent producers on the Western
Australian Live Export Taskforce. This
taskforce was set up by the Minister
for Agriculture and Food, Hon
Terry Redman, to ensure ongoing
communications and collaborations

among the major players involved
in the industry. There was also a
national taskforce put in place to deal
with ongoing live export issues as
they arise.
The Meat Council’s concerns about
a drop of confidence in the industry,
with a growing sense of unease
amongst producers about the future
of the live export industry, has been
tempered by assurances from both
sides of Federal Parliament that they
do support the live export trade.

Animal Welfare
Animal welfare is a continuing and
ongoing concern for all Western
Australian
sheep
and
cattle
producers.
Through WAFarmers
involvement
with
the
National
Farmers’ Federation, Cattle Council
of Australia and Sheepmeat Council
of Australia and maintaining ongoing
communications with the RSPCA
and Department of Agriculture and
Food Western Australia (DAFWA),
WAFarmers is playing a key role in
educating producers about the need
for animal welfare. This is an extremely
important issue due to the nature of
attacks that livestock producers have
come under over the past 12 months
and farmers need to be able to have
proven auditable systems in place to
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ensure best practice animal welfare.
As part of this system, from 1 January
2013, all cattle will be required to be
fitted with electronic tagging devices
(NLIS) prior to leaving their property
of origin. This includes cattle being
consigned directly from property of
birth to abattoir or live export depots.

Stock Theft
Livestock theft continues to be
an issue for Western Australian
farmers with the proposal of making
earmarking voluntary causing an
uproar amongst stakeholders.
In
a forum of the Livestock Industry
Standards Committee with the WA
Police, Department of Regional
Development & Lands, WA Meat
Industry Authority, DAFWA and a
range of other industry stakeholders,
WAFarmers used the opportunity to
highlight the importance of livestock
traceability, appropriately trained
rural crime investigators and the
consideration of biosecurity during
police activities. WAFarmers also
provided feedback on a range of
recommendations put forward by
industry and will continue to engage
and seek member involvement in
these activities. The ‘Forum’ will meet
quarterly to consider livestock theft
issues in Western Australia.
In
August,
WAFarmers
joined
forces with WFI and the WA Police
department’s
Crimestoppers,
to
execute a livestock theft campaign
which assisted in uncovering some
clues into potential locations or actions
of the suspected thieves. Many calls
were taken by police, however no
arrests have been made to date.

Biosecurity
Another important issue in the
livestock industry is biosecurity. After
submissions and lobbying of the State
Government by WAFarmers, Minister
Redman, on behalf of the LiberalNational Government, committed
$520,000 to refurbish the Esperance
truck wash. The Esperance truck
wash was closed down in December
2011, to prevent waste leakage from
the inadequate pond systems into
native wetlands. The truck wash is an
important part of maintaining a high
level biosecurity, animal welfare and
equipment maintenance.

In conjunction with the Wool Council,
the Meat Section continues to
work on priority issues such as
Ovine Johne’s Disease (OJD),
footrot and lice. WAFarmers has
welcomed the joint announcement
from the Sheepmeat Council and
WoolProducers Australia (WPA) to
continue the national program for
the control and prevention of OJD
beyond 2012. OJD has been a priority
issue for both the Wool and Meat
Councils for some time. Persistence
has been rewarded with a number of
the elements WAFarmers had been
lobbying for including increased
abattoir surveillance and a review of
the Sheep Health Statements and
Assurance Based Credit scheme
(ABC points) being incorporated
into the post 2012 strategy. Under
the new system, areas will transition
from high, medium or low prevalence,
to control areas or protected areas.
This should create a fairer trading
environment for Western Australian
sheep
producers.
Decisions
regarding the implementation of the
plan will be made at a state level and
WAFarmers looks forward to ensuring
the best outcomes for our members.

National Strategies
At the beginning of 2012, Cattle
Council released a new strategy which
was being developed for the grassfed beef industry. Beef 2015 and
Beyond aims to be a national strategy
that will set industry priorities and
determine roles and responsibilities
for action up to 2015 and beyond.
The strategy will direct and mobilise
all industry resources and efforts
for the next few years and align with
the framework provided by the wider
Meat Industry Strategic Plan. After
consultation with WAFarmers and
other stakeholders, Beef 2015 and
Beyond is set to provide the basis for
clarifying priorities and responsibilities
of Cattle Council, and position other
organisations to implement the
strategy in an effective manner to
create value for cattle producers.

addition of a new young person who
is enthusiastic about the agricultural
industry to their ranks.
In recognition of the important
contribution by Western Australian
producers to the Australian livestock
industry, Meat and Livestock Australia
(MLA), Cattle Council, the Sheepmeat
Council, ALEC and LiveCorp all
held their Annual General Meetings
in Perth. MLA also had a half day
session open to producers and the
general public to showcase current
research and development programs,
economic forecasting for the year
ahead in terms of sheep and cattle
prices and a look at the current
marketing strategies which MLA is
currently running
Throughout 2012, WAFarmers have
played key roles in the Sheep Industry
Consultative Group and the Cattle
Industry Consultative Group, taking a
leading role on these committees and
takes a lead role in discussions on
these and multiple other committees.
For a list of the livestock committees
and taskforces on which WAFarmers
is represented, please see below:
•

Sheep Industry Leadership Council

•

Western Australia Live Exporters
Association

•

Cattle Industry Consultative Group

•

Sheep Industry Consultative Group

•

Cattle NLIS Committee

•

Sheep NLIS Committee

•

Western Australian Ovine Johne’s
Disease Advisory Committee

•

BAM Committee

•

Cattle Council Taskforces
— Environmental
— Marketing
— Food Safety
— Research and Development.

•

WA Beef Council

•

Livestock Industry
Committee.

Standards

This year, WAFarmers was again
delighted to be involved in the
Cattle Council of Australia Rising
Champions Initiative. The Meat
Council extends their congratulations
to WA state champion, Stephanie
Coombes of Perth, and welcomes the
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The previous OJD Management plan
finished on 30 June 2012, WAFarmers
has been working at a national level,
through the Sheepmeat Council of
Australia and WoolProducers Australia,
on the new Plan which will be in place
from 2012–2017.

Wool

President Ed Rogister
Executive Officer Lucy Radzikowska

Section Reports

During 2012, WAFarmers re-joined
the peak wool industry body,
WoolProducers Australia. We are
already seeing dividends with
WAFarmers’
woolgrower
views
definitely on the agenda for action.
We hope to continue this good
relationship to benefit our members
into the future.

WAFarmers Wool Council
voted to support a reduction
from two to one per cent in
the levy rate.

Members of the Wool and Meat Councils
held a joint meeting in October.
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This year marks WoolPoll 2012,
during which woolgrowers have a
say in the level of wool tax they wish
to pay for the next three years for the
purpose of marketing and research
and development. WAFarmers Wool
Council voted to support a reduction
from two to one per cent in the levy
rate. WAFarmers is displeased with
the fact that Australian Wool Innovation
(AWI) will not allow growers to vote on
the level of funds to go into marketing
versus R&D. This year, the AWI Board
wishes to change the 50:50 split
between marketing and R&D to 60:40.
This is angered a lot of producers who
want to see more money spent on
research, especially on-farm research
and less on marketing.
During the year, the Australian Wool
Exchange (AWEX) announced that it
would increase the wool pack label
price to wool pack manufacturers
to operate its quality assurance
program, part of which is the National
Wool Declaration on mulesing status

of sheep. WAFarmers was opposed
to AWEX implementing such a fee
which would ultimately be borne by
the producer. Unfortunately, Western
Australia was not able to gain support
from its Eastern States counterparts
to oppose the increases.

Animal Welfare
The Wool Section agenda has been
heavily dominated with animal
health and welfare issues over the
past 12 months. WAFarmers was
an instrumental force, working
closely with Animal Health Australia,
resulting in the appointment of
an abattoir inspector in Western
Australia to undertake surveillance
for Ovine Johne’s Disease (OJD). The
collaborative work has provided a
benefit to all Western Australian sheep
producers so that their sheep can be
tested at no additional cost. Those test
results will be used by industry and
government to ascertain the level of
OJD prevalence. Although testing is
taking place in small abattoirs around
the state, industry is still hopeful that
the bigger abattoirs will agree to
participate for the benefit of industry.
The new national OJD program which
was to come into place on 1 January
2013 has now been postponed by
six months to allow for more industry
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consultation on whether the new
system should have recognition for
vaccination. WAFarmers would like
to see that the State Government
support a mandatory Animal Health
Sheep Statement and ensure that
neighbouring properties of OJD
infected sheep are notified.
The wool section has saved
woolgrowers over $300,000 by
mounting pressure on the Graziers’
Investment Company (GIC). In the
lead up to the GIC AGM WAFarmers
rejected a proposal put up by the GIC
Board to pay themselves a retirement
benefit totaling $307,727. The Board,
with the knowledge of the rising
resistance against the proposed
motion, withdrew the proposal at
a special meeting of Directors the
morning of the AGM.
WAFarmers has been reviewing
the Emergency Animal Disease
Standard Operating Procedures
which provide guidance on how to
initiate and implement a livestock
standstill in Western Australia in the
event of a pest or disease outbreak.
WAFarmers is currently reviewing
the valuation document which will
be used to value property and stock
loss, should there be a compensation
program put in place.
WAFarmers has also been heavily
involved in the review of the Animal
Welfare Standards and Guidelines
for Sheep which are being fast
tracked by the Federal Government.
WAFarmers is ensuring that the
standards and supporting guidelines
are achievable and practical. At time
of writing, WAFarmers is waiting for
the Risk Impact Statement for cross
referencing with the Standards and
Guidelines document.
WAFarmers has potentially saved
producers thousands of dollars by
requesting that penalty rates for
breaching the proposed Movement
of Stock and Apiaries Regulations
2012 be reduced and that a warning
be issued on the first offence. It is
important the appropriate fines are
awarded for various breaches of the
Regulations going into the future.
There is still some concern about the
non-mandatory ear marking under
the new Regulations and the need to
register every three years instead of
the WAFarmers proposed five.

ABOVE: Representatives from WAFarmers
and
WoolProducers
Australia
after
WAFarmers rejoined the peak industry
body. LEFT: AWEX CEO, Mark Grave with
Lucy Radzikowska.

Achievements

Biosecurity
Footrot and Sheep Lice continue to
be contentious issues. The footrot
program only aims at controlling
the disease on farm instead of
eradication. This year, DAFWA made
a decision to abolish the Footrot
Management
Committee,
which
WAFarmers had a seat on, to leave the
management to the Sheep and Goat
Industry Management Committee,
under the Biosecurity and Agriculture
Management Act 2007. The State
Government position on sheep lice
is that an individual producer is
responsible for its control and spread.
WAFarmers successfully lobbied
the State Government and Animal
Health Australia to run an Industry
Liaison Officer (ILO) course in WA
for sheep producers.
The ILOs
play a very important role, being
representatives of industry and
parties to the Emergency Animal
Disease Response Agreement. The
expertise of these officers will be used
by the State Government in making
key strategic decisions, in the event of
a pest or disease outbreak.

yy Successfully lobbied for
the occupations of shearer,
woolhandler and wool classer
to be on the State Priority
Occupation list which will attract
State Funding;
yy Rejoined peak industry lobby
group, WoolProducers Australia;
yy Successfully lobbied Animal
Health Australia to have an
abattoir inspector in WA to test for
Ovine Johne’s Disease, saving
producers thousands of dollars;
yy Successfully lobbied the State
Government to retain ownership
of the Design for Comfort Facility;
yy Securing funding from Australian
Wool Innovation, enabling a
WAFarmers representative to
attend the National Wild Dog
Advisory Group meetings;
yy Successfully lobbied
WoolProducers Australia and
Sheepmeat Council of Australia
to run an Industry Liaison Officer
training program for WA sheep
producers; and
yy Successfully reduced penalty rates
under the Movement of Stock and
Apiaries Regulations 2012.
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Transport

Portfolio Holder Bill Cowan
Executive Officer Chris Wyhoon

Section Reports

Members of WRRA with WA
politicians at Parliament House.

During this period of uncertainty, the
CBH-Watco Alliance introduced the
first instalment of its revolutionary
$175 million grain rail rolling stock
to Western Australian grain logistics
operations and have so far surpassed
every expectation in regards to
performance. CBH‘s rate estimates
showed a seven per cent decrease
in rail rates and a five to eight per
cent increase in road rates, which
WAFarmers believes will only improve
with more investment in grain rail
infrastructure.
Whilst WAFarmers fights for
improved rail infrastructure, the
rural road system is under stress,
and WAFarmers has been very
vocal in getting more dollars spent
in regional areas.

Bill Cowan talking to the media at Parliament
House.

WAFarmers continues to work hard
on a range of transport issues, with
an aim to keep as much grain on rail
as possible, protect rural roads and
contain transport costs and levels of
bureaucracy that impede on industry
profitability.

Tier 3 Rail
The issue of grain on rail, and in
particular, the Tier 3 rail network has
continued to take centre stage in the
transport portfolio.
Following a State Government
decision in June 2012 to go ahead
with the closure of the Tier 3 rail lines,
WAFarmers, along with its affiliate, the
Wheatbelt Railway Retention Alliance
(WRRA), has continued to drive
home to all regional and metropolitan
communities
the
message
of
maintaining grain on rail for safety,
efficiency and economic benefit.
The WRRA collected a state-wide
petition against the closure of the Tier
3 network, and presented it on the
steps of State Parliament.
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One of the industry’s criticisms of
the State Government’s decision to
continue with its mandate for closure
of the 700kms Tier 3 network was the
lack of opportunity given to CBHWatco, despite earlier assurances, to
prove that it could offer lower priced
grain logistics services than road
alternatives.
In September 2012, CBH temporarily
suspended grain trucking operations
for safety reasons due to four grain
truck rollovers in that previous week.
Several weeks later, the Minister for
Transport, Hon Troy Buswell, agreed
to reverse its decision to close the
Tier 3 lines and allow the lines to fully
operate until at least October 2013.
WAFarmers
and
its
affiliated
organisation, the WRRA is committed
to maximising the amount of grain
carted on rail.

Rural Roads
Whilst WAFarmers fights for improved
rail infrastructure, the rural road system
is under stress, and WAFarmers
has been very vocal in getting more
dollars spent in regional areas.
WAFarmers met with the Western
Australian
Local
Government
Association (WALGA) to discuss the
finer details and full analysis of road
funding in Western Australia, to identify
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funding anomalies and particular
areas of concern. Some of the key
findings included a realisation that
current funding for close to 80 per
cent of regional wheatbelt roads is well
under preservation standard; that is
the standard needed just to preserve
status quo in current conditions.
Another finding concluded that
practically all wheatbelt shires would
have to spend over three-quarters
of their shire revenue to fill the gap
between preservation of road services
from the previous year, and current
funding provided. Some would have to
spend more than 120 per cent.

Transport Costs
One of the more significant wins for
WAFarmers was Mr Buswell’s decision
to exempt Western Australia from the
re-calculation of licensing charges
for certain types of trucks. Under the
proposed increases recommended
to the National Transport Commission
(NTC), fee increases for three and
four axle trucks, which are common
farm trucks both individually and as
part of a larger combination, licensing
charges would increase up to 270
per cent. WAFarmers argued during
its lobbying to the NTC, Main Roads
and to Mr Buswell, that many of these
trucks travelled only a few thousand
kilometres per year during harvest and
often on unsealed roads at low speed.
Finally, WAFarmers was successful
in getting the Department of
Transport to re-invigorate the Towed
Agricultural
Vehicle
Committee.
This committee, which WAFarmers
helped form in 2009, was successful,
with WAFarmers lobbying, in having
several policy changes passed in
law, including the use of fuel trailers in
agricultural combinations, the use of
‘A-frame’ trailers to include utilities as
part of an agricultural combination and
changes to farm licensing conditions.
With changing needs, WAFarmers
intends to use this committee forum to
further expand on some of the work it
has done previously.

Achievements
y

Helped to successfully lobby the
State Government to continue
the operations of Tier 3 lines,
including the Quairading-York,
Trayning-West Merredin, Bruce
Rock-Yilliminning and Bruce
Rock-Merredin lines until
October 2013;

y

Successfully lobbied for an
exemption into truck license fee
increases of up to 270 per cent
on certain vehicle types;

y

Successfully lobbied for the reinstigating of the Main Roads,
Towed Agricultural Implement
Committee; and

y

Involved in the successful lobby
against Federal Government’s
move to include increases in fuel
levies as part of the carbon tax.

CBH-Watco Alliance introduced the
first instalment of its revolutionary
$175 million dollar grain rail rolling
stock to Western Australian grain
logistics operations and have so
far surpassed every expectation in
regards to performance.

WAFarmers Annual Report 2012

17

Beekeepers

WAFarmers supported the
inaugural Honey Week with
plenty of media exposure and
some processing plants open
to the public.

Section Reports

President David Leyland
Executive Officer Lucy Radzikowska

The 2011–2012 bee season was
very trying for most. The spring was
very poor and as a result a lot of
beekeepers didn’t get any honey so
were unable to build bees. Several
beekeepers went to the South Coast
but were hampered by too much rain,
some went to the Goldfields which
was a worthwhile exercise for some,
whilst others tried the Bull Banksia
with mixed results. However, the
Blackbutt, Paperbark and Redgum
turned the season around.

Nufﬁeld Scholar, Ben Hooper, talking at the
2012 Beekeepers Conference.

WAFarmers successfully lobbied
to have a Certificate III Beekeeping
Course delivered in Western Australia
and worked closely with the Food,
Fibre and Timber Industries to obtain
funding to assist 19 individuals
in
completing
the
Certificate.
Funding for another course is being
investigated through various sources.

(DEC) Bee Consultative Committee.
Issues that the representatives have
had to manage on behalf of industry
are; access to DEC land, revision
of Forest Management Plans and
access to pastoral leases.
It is
becoming increasingly difficult for the
industry to make people aware of the
positive benefits of honey bees in the
environment for incidental pollination.

Genetically Modiﬁed
Organisms

This year, WAFarmers supported
the inaugural Honey Week with
plenty of media exposure and
some processing plants open to
the public. The aim of the day is to
make the general public aware of the
importance of bees and benefits of
honey/pollen in a person’s diet.

WAFarmers
coordinated
a
meeting between its members, the
Department of Agriculture and Food
(DAFWA) and the largest honey
marketer, Wescobee Ltd, to discuss
implications of Genetically Modified
Organisms (GMOs). Unfortunately,
we had to agree to disagree as
no reasonable outcome could be
reached. Beekeepers still do not like
the idea that GMO content may be in
their honey/pollen despite the fact that
the food will not need to be labelled, as
it will not meet the minimum required,
under food labelling legislation.
WAFarmers represents commercial
beekeepers on the Department
of Environment and Conservation
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The beekeepers section made
submissions to the National Farmers’
Federation’s, Blueprint for Australian
Agriculture, to outline the importance
of sustainability of the industry, not
for the sole benefit of the beekeeping
industry but for the pollination
requirements of the horticulture and
agricultural industries.
WAFarmers Beekeepers Section has
welcomed the Australian Pesticides
and Veterinary Medicines Authority’s
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announcement that it will review the
science on pesticides and bee health.
There have been concerns in various
parts of Europe and the USA about
the potential for insecticides to impact
on the health of honey bees and other
insect pollinators in the environment.
The focus will be on whether a
particular class of insecticides, the
neonicotinoids, might have sub-lethal
effects on bees which may reduce
their ability to pollinate plants and
produce honey.

Importation

WAFarmers successfully lobbied to
have a Certificate III Beekeeping
Course delivered in Western
Australia and worked closely
with the Food, Fibre and Timber
Industries to obtain funding to assist
19 individuals in completing the
Certificate.

The Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry has released
the Final Policy Review on “Importation
of queen honey bees” into Australia.
The review recommends that imports
be restricted in the first instance, to
those countries that can provide a
satisfactory level of assurance for
certifying to Australia’s biosecurity
requirements: Canada, the European
Union, Japan, New Zealand and the
USA. The importation of queen honey
bees from these countries does not
achieve Australia’s appropriate level
of protection with respect to the
following hazards: Africanised honey
bees (A. m. scutellata and its hybrids);
varroosis; acarapisosis (tracheal mite);
Tropilaelaps. For these hazards, risk
management measures are required
and depending on the disease agent,
a number of different measures are
recommended. All imported honey
bees will be required to undergo postarrival quarantine at a governmentapproved quarantine facility where a
colony will be propagated, derived
from the imported honey bees and
only larvae grafted from this colony
will be released from quarantine.
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Young Farmers

Section Reports

President Stephanie Coombes
Executive Officer Danielle Whitﬁeld

The key aims of the
Young Farmers Section
include raising the profile
of young people in
agribusiness.

Danielle Whitﬁeld, Stephanie Coombes
and Rebecca Wallis at the launch of the
WAFarmers Leading Ladies.

and enthusiasm which was nothing
short of inspirational.

Young Farmers Conference
2012 saw many changes for the
Young Farmers Section including a
change in direction.
The Section welcomed in a new
Executive,
electing
Stephanie
Coombes as President, Paula Boaden
as Senior Vice President and Rebecca
Jenkinson as Vice President.
The new Executive is supported by a
talented and passionate committee
who bring to the table a wide range of
skills and experiences.
While the Young Farmers Section has
historically been focused on young
people in agriculture, the Committee
has become increasingly aware of
the need to extend their support to
all young people from rural Australia,
including those who are not directly
engaged in agriculture. In this way,
the section can look forward to playing
an important role in highlighting
and addressing rural challenges, to
provide a deeper level of background
support for the health, wellbeing and
prosperity of all rural people.
The key aims of the Young Farmers
Section include raising the profile
of young people in agribusiness,
providing support to young people
living in rural areas by giving them
access to a dynamic communication
network, responding to the needs
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of young people living in rural
areas, promoting the awareness of
agriculture and rural communities to
urban communities and advocating
agricultural education.
Young Farmers are also represented
on each of WAFarmers commodity
councils, which not only gives a voice
to young farmers on commodity issues,
but also allows younger farmers the
opportunity to listen and learn from
those with years of experience, not only
in terms of farming, but also in terms
of representing farmers. It is vitally
important that the next generation
of Young Farmers understand the
issues facing the industry and take
a proactive role to secure their own
future and to do this they need to learn
the industry inside out, something
which only comes with experience.

Cattle Council Rising
Champions
This year, the Young Farmers
section was again involved in the
Cattle Council Rising Champion
Initiative. This initiative, which aims
to identify, empower and support
rising leaders in the Australian beef
industry, attracted a great deal of
interest from Young Farmers across
the State. Congratulations to all of
the applicants who showed a passion

The
Young
Farmers
Annual
Conference was held in conjunction
with the WAFarmers Centenary
Conference with a sundowner held
at Paddy Hannan’s at the Burswood
Complex.
Conference speakers
included the Sheepmeat Council of
Australia President, Ian McColl, and
Cattle Council of Australia President,
Andrew Ogilvie.
Grain Growers
Limited (GrainGrowers) Business
Manager Information Services, Alicia
Garden, also spoke at the Conference
to
launch
the
organisation’s
innovative crop management tool
for rural landholders, Production
Wise. GrainGrowers have also been
generous in their support of Young
Farmers by offering a number of
complimentary passes exclusively
for Young Farmer members, to attend
GrainGain courses and a Milling for
Non-Millers course.

AG Youth Think Tank
The Section was extremely proud
when Stephanie Coombes was
selected to attend the two-day “Ag
Youth Think Tank” held in Canberra,
allowing young people from rural
and regional Australia to share their
stories, thoughts and visions for the
future. The event allowed participants
to take part in a series of workshops,
in which they examined ways to
encourage and enable young people
to take part in agriculture, whether
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professionally or as a member of their
community. Another Young Farmer
member, Adam Smith, was invited to
attend a National Farmers’ Federation
Blueprint for Australian Agriculture
Forum, funded by the Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.

National Representation
The Young Farmers Section has
recently become an industry youth
group member of the Future Farmers
Network (FFN), which is the only
national network specifically for
young people involved in all aspects
of the rural industries. It is hoped
that Young Farmers may be able
to work with FFN to bring greater
opportunities to Western Australia and
networking opportunities nationwide.
This membership will facilitate a link
with a national network so that Young
Farmers members may provide
ideas, suggestions and opportunities
to the FFN Board, as it works to
deliver its strategic priority of national
collaboration for youth in agriculture.
The Section has also been researching
the Young Farmers Finance Scheme;
as available in Victoria, and the First
Start Farm Program in Queensland,
to try to ascertain how these sorts of
arrangements could benefit young
farmers in Western Australia. Both
New South Wales and Tasmania
currently have proposals with regard
to young farmer finance and join with
Western Australian Young Farmers
in calling for our respective State
Governments to appreciate the
need to attract young people into
farming, whilst recognising the unique
challenges they face.

The Young Farmers Section has
recently become an industry youth
group member of the Future
Farmers Network (FFN), which is the
only national network specifically
for young people involved in all
aspects of the rural industries.

WAFarmers Annual Report 2012

21

Section Reports

WAFarmers has played
an important role in the
management of FarmsafeWA
through its membership of the
Executive, and helped drive the
organisation’s vision.
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Occupational Health and Safety
Portfolio Holder Tony Gooch
Executive Officer Chris Wyhoon
The WAFarmers Occupational Health
and Safety (OHS) portfolio has played
an extremely important role on behalf
of WAFarmers members this year.
As a key member of the Farmsafe
WA Alliance, WAFarmers takes the
OHS portfolio seriously, given the
importance of safe farming practices
to farming families.
Working with Farmsafe WA’s Sheila
Payne, WAFarmers has helped lift
the profile of farm safety, an often
forgotten aspect of efficient farm
employment and healthy farming
families.
WAFarmers
has
played
an
important role in the management of
FarmsafeWA through its membership
of the Executive, and helped drive the
organisation’s vision.
As a member of the Agricultural
Industry Safety Group (AISG),
WAFarmers
represents
farmers
on a myriad of safety issues and
are currently assisting with the
development of policies that will
improve safety procedures and
policies
affecting
the
farming
community,
without
adding
complicated levels of bureaucracy.

Quad-bikes
Undoubtedly, the biggest issue for
AISG and WAFarmers is the issue of
quad-bikes, earning the title of the
leading cause of farm-related deaths.
There have been 160 quad bike
fatalities in Australia since 2001, and
23 last year alone, with half occurring
on farms. Of those, more than 60 per
cent of the fatalities were from rollovers when the victim was crushed
or trapped by their quad bike landing
on top of them, or pinned underneath
a quad in water and drowned.
Tragically, 50 per cent of those killed
on farms were children. The cost of
non-fatal and non-life-threatening
injuries on farm using quad-bikes run
into millions in lost productivity.

Western Australian Code of Practice
for use of quad bikes on farm,
modelling largely on the Victorian
code. One of the competing views
from motorcycle manufacturers and
resellers, in the move to install rollover
protection devices (ROPS), is that the
devices negatively inﬂuence stability
and centre of gravity. Victoria’s
Monash University and the Institute
for Farm Safety concluded in their
research and literature review that
overall, injuries and the risk of death is
much lower with ROPS.

Achievements
y

Helping develop a WA Code of
Practice for the safe operation
of quad bikes; and

y

A significant part of Farmsafe
WA, in helping to educate
growers on the importance of
farm safety.

In late 2012, the Minister for Workplace
Relations and Employment, Hon
Bill Shorten, kicked off the move of
retrospectively installing ROPS for
quad bikes operated by Federal
employers. WAFarmers is supportive
of the installation of ROPS on new
farm bikes.

WAFarmers helped form a
working group within AISG to
develop a Western Australian
Code of Practice for use of quad
bikes on farm, modelling largely
on the Victorian code.

WAFarmers helped form a working
group within AISG to develop a
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Economics and Farm Business
Portfolio Holder Tony York
Executive Officer Chris Wyhoon

Section Reports

The dollar continues to remain
above parity, farm debt is higher
than last year in general terms, and
banks continue to tighten lending
criteria in response to the global
credit crunch.

This year, 2012, has been a very active
year for the Economics and Farm
Business portfolio, with a change of
guard in the appointment of Senior
Vice-President and Tammin-based
farmer, Tony York, as the elected
representative.
The season has once again
disappointed many, with early hopes
it would help to recover financial
positions from the last few years.
Despite higher than average grain
prices, the production season was
filled with false breaks, dry winters,
occasional frost and looks to result in
a slightly lower than average year.
Probably the greater issues are the
macro-economic,
structural
and
external issues surrounding trade
and available finance. The dollar
continues to remain above parity,
farm debt is higher than last year in
general terms, and banks continue to
tighten lending criteria in response to
the global credit crunch.
WAFarmers Executive Officer, Chris
Wyhoon, attended the Farm Debt
Roundtable in Brisbane, chaired by
the Federal Treasurer, Hon Wayne
Swan, to discuss the impact farm debt
is having in Western Australia, and
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in particular, the threats of property
devaluations, restrictive lending from
banks and the lack of farmland buyer
confidence in agriculture.
Some of the solutions put forward
from a Western Australian perspective
included mandatory farm debt
mediation, increases in the funding
for the Rural Financial Counselling
Service,
and
an
innovative
investigation into using a portion of
accrued tax losses to swap debt
with banks, to inject equity back into
agriculture.
With the 2012 Bankwest Planfarm
Benchmarking series showing an
average of $600 debt per effective
hectare and with the ability for farms
to access capital, reliant on land
values holding up, the question of the
fragility of the farm land market, and
the banks’ response will be critical
going forward, an issue WAFarmers
will keep a watch on.
WAFarmers is at the forefront of
highlighting the issues surrounding
farm business sustainability and is
proactively working in innovative
ways to build a framework to help
alleviate the financial pressures to
farming families.

Early in 2012, WAFarmers designed
and distributed to all members a Farm
Financial Health Check, and using
industry-agreed benchmark targets,
gave members an opportunity to
compare their broad financial ratios
to what the banks would like to see,
which prompted members to seek
further clarification or improved
communication with their bank or their
financial professional.
WAFarmers has been vocal in
highlighting the inequities in farm
interest rates, with some penalty
rates being unjustified, and a lack
of transparency between bankers
and farm businesses. Discussions
have been held between banks
and WAFarmers to improve the
relationship between all stakeholders.
More regular meetings between
WAFarmers and the Reserve Bank
of Australia have also occurred
during 2012, to give both parties
greater understanding of the other’s
business and to receive warning
signs which may impact on the
agricultural industry.
WAFarmers has provided a high
level of input into the drought reform
process through close involvement
with the National Farmers’ Federation.
WAFarmers, whilst supportive of
drought preparedness, highlighted
the value of direct farm support to
members and the need to devise an
equitable scheme palatable to both
government and primary producers.
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WAFarmers is most supportive of
the business planning program
being delivered by the Department
of Agriculture and Food Western
Australia, but felt that it had to be
matched with on-ground support
mechanisms that assisted farmers to
assist themselves.
WAFarmers
has
been
vocal
against
poorly-designed
foreign
farm ownership models, and is
meeting regularly with national and
international stakeholders to improve
the relationship.
Whilst not opposed to foreign
ownership, WAFarmers has lobbied
to have transparency in the system
and called for a farm ownership
register for foreign owners, which was
granted in late 2012 by the Federal
Government.
WAFarmers is an active member of
the Australia China Business Council’s
Agricultural Sub-Committee, where
industry leaders gather regularly
to discuss opportunities in what is
becoming a significant export and
import market.

In addition to WAFarmers’ major
roles in macro-economic changes,
it continues to lobby against microeconomic changes that impact
heavily on our members.
WAFarmers has called for the
Western Australian Farm Inputs
Taskforce to be re-formed in response
to questions over how many of the
recommendations in the 2009 report
were actually implemented, given the
pressure on farm profitability.
WAFarmers continues to make
presentations to various groups
and clubs in Perth, outlining the
trends in agriculture and the
economic conditions currently being
experienced by Western Australian
primary producers. To this end,
WAFarmers believes that it has a major
role to play to elevate understanding
about agriculture and food production
from within metropolitan communities
to help drive demand from the
consumer end of the supply chain
and encourage better understanding,
support and unity.

Achievements
y

Provided solutions to the
National Farm Debt Roundtable
in Brisbane to help curb the
impact of high levels of farm
debt, including mandatory
farm debt mediation, increased
support services, and
innovative taxation measures;

y

Lobbied the Federal
Government to launch the
Foreign Farm ownership
register to improve clarity about
the levels of foreign based farm
ownership within Australia; and

y

Driven a process of
transparency, mediation,
support and improved
communication between the
rural banking sector and the
farming community, such as the
Farm Financial Health Check.

Early in 2012, WAFarmers
designed and distributed to
all members a Farm Financial
Health Check, using industryagreed benchmark targets.
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Property Rights and Special Issues
Alan Hill

Section Reports

WAFarmers maintained active
membership with the NFF
this year, an arrangement
which continues to allow us
to represent members at a
national level.

WAFarmers continues to work to
gain commitment from all levels
of government that their planning,
management
and
investment
decisions, work towards enhancing
the State’s agricultural capability.

Vision for Agriculture
WAFarmers launched its Vision for
Agriculture concept at the 2011
Annual Conference. Since that time,
the Vision for Agriculture has been
refined following feedback and
comments from members.
Originally intended to be launched
in 2012 as a stand-alone document,
this release has been put on hold
following the commencement of a
number of related activities. The
National Farmers’ Federation’s (NFF)
Blueprint for Australian Agriculture
and the ongoing work with the Federal
Government’s National Food Plan are
focussed on developing outcomes
similar to that of WAFarmers’ Vision
for Agriculture.
Whilst not released in a final format, the
positions formulated in the development
of the Vision for Agriculture allowed us
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to have input into these two projects and
to demonstrate that future agricultural
planning and investment must occur
on the basis of not only considering the
security of food production in Western
Australia, but also to the health, welfare
and safety of farmers, their families and
their communities.

Climate Possibilities — Real
Solutions Project
The
Climate
Possibilities
Real
Solutions
—
Delivering
Farm
Management Solutions to a Changing
Climate project finished in the early
part of 2012. The project delivered
21 workshops, focussing on core
research, policy and climate elements
aiming to provide the outcomes of local
and Australian research on climate
change impacts to land managers, to
support the development and uptake
of implementation strategies, to better
equip land managers in decisionmaking and to support change in farm
management practices to ensure the
long term sustainability of Western
Australian agriculture.

The
project’s
two
principle
achievements were that it spoke
directly to farmers about their
management options in an altering
climate and that it provided a twoway ﬂow of information which
allowed CSIRO and its research
and communications staff to better
understand the farmer’s attitudes and
responses

National Representation
WAFarmers
maintained
active
membership with the NFF this year,
an arrangement which continues to
allow us to represent members at a
national level. Involvement on all of
the NFF’s committees and working
groups allows WAFarmers exposure
to, and discussion with, Federal
representatives that would normally
not occur, unless we were able to
regularly travel to the Eastern States.
Whilst the issues addressed through
the NFF vary widely and include on
and off farm issues, the most time
sensitive issue dealt with this year has
been the transition to a new drought
and exceptional circumstances (EC)
program.
WAFarmers supported the phase
out of the EC declaration process
on the basis that this should not
occur until the timing, structure and
content of the alternative financial
and continuous learning programs
are agreed to by industry. WAFarmers
preferred model was an integrated
program
which
addresses
all
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aspects of drought response, not
only preparedness strategies but to
support farm businesses suffering the
direct impacts of drought.

suBmissiOns
y

Inquiry into Constitutional
Corporations (Farm Gate to
Plate) Bill;

y

2011–2012 Regional
Telecommunications Review;

y

Western Power’s Proposed
Revisions to the Access
Arrangement for the Western
Power Network;

y

New Facilities Investment Test
Application for the Mid West
Energy Project (Southern
Section);

y

Australian Working Dog Action
Plan;

y

Draft Decision on Western
Power’s proposed revised
Access Arrangement;

y

Strengthening Animal Welfare
in Western Australia Discussion
Paper; and

y

Noise Regulation 17 Approval
— Alcoa Wagerup Refinery.

State-based issues
WAFarmers had a sense of déjà vu
following the release of this year’s
State Budget, which continued the
recent trend of failing to significantly
invest in the industry. The budget
provided no additional funding into
the key agencies that support the
development and productivity of the
State’s agricultural industries. The
Department of Agriculture and Food
Western Australia, the Department
of Water and the Department of
Environment and Conservation all
have reduced expenditure in the next
four years, and are also subjected to
an increasing ‘efficiency dividend’ and
a cap on current staff levels. This only
highlighted to industry that it needs
to become more active in identifying
its priorities and then ensuring these
agencies are delivering services
which are aligned to them.

Consumer Focus
Food labeling and packaging
which provides greater information
to consumers has also been on
the agenda this year. WAFarmers
believes that this is a complex and
difficult outcome to achieve and one
which requires significant financial
resources.
Previous
Federal
Government
initiatives in this area, such as
the
GROCERYchoice
website
and Country of Origin Labeling
(CoOL) have highlighted the vast
difference between policy intent,
and the establishment of a workable
operational framework which delivers
a positive outcome to farmers.

The National Farmers’ Federation’s
(NFF) Blueprint for Australian
Agriculture and the ongoing work
with the Federal Government’s
National Food Plan are focussed
on developing outcomes similar
to that of WAFarmers’ Vision for
Agriculture.

WAFarmers believes that simply
changing labeling is not sufficient,
but rather, any future program in this
area needs to be broader and include
educational elements on the packaging
which informs the consumer to initially
understand what is being displayed
and then to make an informed
decision about locally produced
food, delivering an investigative and
prosecution response where breaches
are reported.
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Land Management and Climate Change

Section Reports

Dale Park

In the aftermath of years of debate
on the introduction and impacts
of Australia’s response to climate
change, this year saw the introduction
of the Federal Government’s Clean
Energy Future package. Whilst we
have moved into another phase of
that discussion, its space was filled
by the emerging debate on hydraulic
fracturing or fracking, as a result of
some exploratory drilling in the State’s
Mid West.

Carbon Future?
It seems some time ago now but 1
July 2012 saw the introduction of the
Federal Government’s Clean Energy
Future package. The debate and
discussion on its impact has been
significantly less since its introduction.
What has occurred since July is
the funding of a number of projects
designed to evaluate the opportunities
for agriculture, via the Carbon
Farming Initiative. WAFarmers’ policy
position on the potential for on-farm
carbon storage is that significant
levels of research are still required

both to develop a valid and agreed
process for estimating and measuring
emissions and to accurately identify
the carbon storage potential on
the very diverse range of farms
throughout Western Australia.
Some of this work is underway and
will allow farmers to view these
opportunities as they do others,
in terms of dollars returned on a
per unit basis. Given the long-term
nature of carbon offset plantings, it is
absolutely critical that farmers make
these decisions on their expected
rate of return.

Hydraulic Fracking not a
Minor Concern
WAFarmers called on the State
Government to respond to farmer’s
concerns on the impacts of hydraulic
fracking, in both the direct impact
on landholders and the unknown
environmental and water impacts.
The current legislative protection
offered to farmers through the
Mining Act 1978, where Section 29

of the Mining Act 1978 contains the
‘power of veto’, which requires that
mining tenements cannot be granted
without the consent in writing of the
owner and occupier of private land
where agricultural pursuits are being
carried out, does not exist in the Acts
which allows for gas and petroleum
exploration activity on farmland.
In addition to legislative changes,
greater levels of research is needed
into the impacts of unconventional
gas extraction. There is a need
for a wide ranging environmental
impact assessment to occur prior to
the approval of any future fracking
projects. This is particularly the case
with water supply, which is the major
concern for the State’s farmers.

Land Use and Clearing Issues
In the last year, WAFarmers has
continued to represent members on
land clearing matters. This year we
reported on the expenditure of funds
collected to assist a member by
funding an independent legal review,
which allowed WAFarmers and our
members to obtain advice which was
invaluable in the decisions made at
the time.
Issues with land clearing and the
State’s approach to farmers will be
ongoing and unfortunately appears
to be in decline as the Department of
Environment and Conservation (DEC)
struggles with its ‘management’
and ‘regulation’ functions. In this
environment, WAFarmers’ investment
and activity in the last 12 months has
focussed on three key areas:
•

Recognition for the financial,
social and environmental cost
borne by Western Australian

WAFarmers called on the State
Government to respond to
farmer’s concerns on the impacts
of hydraulic fracking.
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WAFarmers’ policy position on the
potential for on-farm carbon storage
is that significant levels of research are
still required both to develop a valid
and agreed process for estimating and
measuring emissions and to accurately
identify the carbon storage potential
on the very diverse range of farms
throughout Western Australia.
On-farm bushland remained an issue for
members.

farmers through the application
of the State’s land clearing laws.
WAFarmers will work towards
an operating environment where
farmers are able to:
— Clear their land within accepted
agricultural practices;
— Establish offset land parcels
to enable land clearing; and
— Obtain financial compensation
where restriction has been
placed on future land clearing.
•

The removal of criminal penalties
for breaches of the land clearing
under
the
Environmental
Protection Act 1986; and

•

Changes to State and Local
Government legislation which will
provide for the title change and
subdivision of farmland, when
that land is sought to be sold
or purchased to preserve and
maintain existing stands of native
vegetation.

those farms in the Wheatbelt, which
are subjected to what is essentially a
blanket vegetation clearing ban.
Whilst the State Government regularly
notes the importance of Western
Australian farmers in the preservation
of the State’s remnant vegetation, it
does so with minimal commitment
in terms of any level of realistic
compensation for the loss of potential
or real productive capacity of that land.
If continuing these restrictions is a
principle which the State holds so
dearly, then it is time that adequate
compensation be paid to farmers
affected by these policy decisions.
The State should show, via
investment, that its commitment is real
and not just words, which are limiting
the development of the State’s farm
businesses, for little or no positive
outcomes.

suBmissiOns
y

Barriers to Effective Climate
Change Adaptation — Issues
Paper;

y

Draft Swan Canning Riverpark
Protection Strategy;

y

National Wildlife Corridors —
Draft Plan;

y

Clearing application — Matthew
King; and

y

Amended Local Planning Policy
— Agroforestry, Plantations and
Tree Crops.

This approach recognises the current
restrictions placed upon landholders
and seeks to provide clarity to
farmers on what activities they can
conduct on their farms, particularly
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Trade, Biotechnology and Related Issues
Tony York

Section Reports

Whilst WAFarmers is not
concerned with foreign
investment itself, it is the potential
for large-scale sovereign-based
investment to deliver unintended
or perverse outcomes.

WAFarmers GMO policy supports the
technology through appropriate use of
GM crops.

for glyphosate would be both a
retrograde step and one which would
impose an unfair burden on Australian
farmers. These outcomes hardly seem
a considered or reasonable outcome
to a problem which appears to have
been generated within the applicant’s
business, rather than through the
importation of glyphosate.
In a rare win for commonsense,
the Australian Customs and Border
Protection, in their determination
of June 2012, found no substance
in the allegation and the inquiry
was terminated.

WAFarmers’ GMO Policy

Foreign Investment
In the last few years, very few issues
have presented the challenges to
industry that have occurred by the
consideration of foreign ownership in
Australian farms. This year, again saw
significant public and member-based
debate on the issue.
Whilst WAFarmers is not concerned
with foreign investment itself, it is the
potential for large-scale sovereignbased
investment
to
deliver
unintended or perverse outcomes.
WAFarmers
has
continued
to
champion the need for a sound and
functional regulatory assessment
process for foreign investment, for
without this, there exists the potential
for existing farm businesses to be
dramatically impacted by investment
that is not aligned to the traditional
market mechanisms.
WAFarmers therefore welcomed the
Federal Government’s decision to
introduce a foreign investment register
for agricultural land. The register
was announced during the National
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Farmers’ Federation (NFF) 2012
National Congress in October 2012
and will deliver greater transparency
and provide a better picture on the
current and future levels of ownership
of Australian farmland by foreign
interests. The register also effectively
deals with the issue of a ‘trigger value’
for review by the Foreign Investment
Review Board, which had excluded
scrutiny of foreign investment in
agriculture in previous years.

Rounding Up a Result for
Members
WAFarmers achieved a significant
outcome for members when it was
successful in opposing an application
by Nufarm to introduce a ‘duty’
following their allegation of ‘dumping’
of glyphosate from the People’s
Republic of China.
WAFarmers believed the impact on
members would have been two-fold. In
the short term, it would have increased
the cost of all relevant glyphosate
products, almost immediately, and
the longer term impact, would have
been effectively setting a new ‘ﬂoor
price’ for these products, delivering
an ongoing, significant cost increase
to farmers.
WAFarmers commented that the
imposition of a dumping duty

WAFarmers’ Genetically Modified
Organisms (GMO) policy has, for
a number of years, supported the
technology through the appropriate
use of GM crops governed by
industry-agreed protocols relating
to storage, transport and buffer
zones.
WAFarmers GMO Forum,
supported the existing policy without
amendment. WAFarmers’ GM Policy
therefore remains:
•

WAFarmers supports the lifting
of the current State Government
moratorium on the commercial
release of GM canola;

•

WAFarmers
supports
future
research and development into
GM crops and pastures;

•

WAFarmers supports Australian
and State Government tolerance
levels of 0.9 per cent in crops and
0.5 per cent in seeds;

•

WAFarmers supports the OGTR
and its charter to protect the health
and safety of Australians and the
Australian environment; and

•

WAFarmers
supports
further
development of protocols for the
commercialisation of GM grains
in the Western Australian grains
industry including intellectual
property rights, contamination,
segregation, licensing, protection
of individual growers and legal
liability issues.
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Operational Aspects of GM
Canola Production
WAFarmers continues to work with
the broader industry to ensure that
‘co-existence’ is more than a word
which is constrained by a multitude
of interpretations.
The use of
GM is still a very polarising topic,
and unfortunately, this sometimes
removes the opportunity for a debate
which involves the use of facts, reason
and a level-headed discussion.
As the State’s farmers continue to
adopt GM technology, WAFarmers
has attempted to engage a range of
parties to establish a broad dialogue
on co-existence. This has drawn a
range of responses, however few of
them, with enough discussion on this
topic to reach a satisfactory solution
to all parties. Uncertainty abounds on
this issue with mixed signals coming
from anti-technology groups relating
their certification program positions
on buffer zones, tolerance levels and
market acceptance.

Improving Productivity
Through Investment in Rural
Research
In the past few years, a number of
Australia-wide reviews on the funding,
management and effectiveness of
rural research and development have
occurred. These reviews led to the
release, in mid-2012, of the Federal
Government’s Rural Research &
Development Policy Statement.
WAFarmers was pleased that this
report supported our policy themes in
that it continued industry-government
partnership to invest in rural research
and
development,
supported
international linkages in agricultural
related research and a recognition
that cross sectoral issues can be
delivered through the coordinated,
cooperative, strategic approach to
research, development and extension
via existing Rural Development
Commissions (RDC).

WAFarmers is still however working
to highlight that ‘extension’ is the first
victim of cuts in funding for research
and development and there still is a
need for face-to-face engagement
with farmers in delivering on-farm
practice change, particularly when
state agencies funding for this activity
is in decline.
suBmissiOns
y

Review of the Western
Australian Gene Technology
Act 2006;

y

Rural Research and
Development — Consultation
Paper;

y

Investigation of alleged
dumping — Glyphosate
exported from the People’s
Republic of China; and

y

Inquiry into Foreign Investment
Review Board National Interest
Test.

WAFarmers’ Genetically Modified
Organisms (GMO) policy has, for
a number of years, supported
the technology through the
appropriate use of GM crops
governed by industry-agreed
protocols relating to storage,
transport and buffer zones.
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Water Resources

WAFarmers was disappointed
to find that the 2012–2013
State Budget contained the
proposed reintroduction of
$5.8 million of water resource
management fees.

Section Reports

Steve Dilley

Western Australia has once again
had a dryer than average year with
many parts of the South West Land
Division receiving rainfall levels
similar or just higher than that of
2010, reinforcing the need for, and
importance of, the Water Resources
portfolio. WAFarmers has worked
throughout the year to ensure that
farmers have greater levels of clarity
and understanding of the key areas of
water policy and planning and where
possible, access to funding to assist
their investment into water supplies.

Progressing Water Reforms
Many years of WAFarmers lobbying
paid off in early 2011, when the
Department of Water announced
the formation of the ‘Water Policy
Horticulture/Agriculture
Industry
Reference
Group’.
The
group
specifically targets the needs of
farmers in the development of water
policy as it relates to our sector, as
opposed to other water users and
regions. This has been a major
achievement and can be attributed,
in part, to WAFarmers working on
improving its relationship with the
Department of Water. It is hoped that
by working in partnership, the group
can guide the Department’s thinking
in the allocation/charging and other
key water policy areas, particularly
before public statements are made,
and therefore avoid the need for the
‘confrontational approach’ which has
been a feature of the past couple
of years.
This is a forum through which
WAFarmers has been able to
highlight the need for water for use
in agriculture and food production
is one which needs greater attention
and one which should be prioritised.
Much like the National Water Initiative
(NWI) prioritises water for ‘the
environment’, WAFarmers believes
that water for agricultural production
can
be
similarly
prioritised.
WAFarmers continues to call for
a genuine partnership approach
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to develop an ‘agricultural priority’
model, which defines water user’s
rights and responsibilities, including
options for reduced allocations during
extended dry periods.

Securing Wheatbelt Water
Supplies
A year ago we reported that
WAFarmers
had
opposed
an
application by the Water Corporation
to lower its minimum standards of
water supply to its farmland and rural
water customers. The application
had the potential to negatively
impact a significant number of Water
Corporation customers, however
positively, it appears to have been
withdrawn by the Water Corporation.
WAFarmers believes that the
Water
Corporation’s
Integrated
Water Supply Scheme (IWSS) is
laboring under increased demand,
particularly in low rainfall years,
when it is needed the most. The
issues however highlighted the
lack of alternate sources of water
for many wheatbelt areas, either
through storage sites, water quality
and storage volume constraints.
Farm businesses that are connected
to the IWSS are currently prevented
from the various planning and
funding opportunities that exist in
programs such as the Department of
Water’s ‘Farm Water Supply Planning
Scheme (FWSPS) and the Farm
Water Rebate Scheme (FWRS).
WAFarmers has worked to have a
change to current policy to see the
FWSPS and FWRS amended to allow
access by farm businesses that have
multiple locations, even if one of these
locations is connected to the IWSS.
WAFarmers is aware of a number
of farm businesses who have been
precluded from the schemes due
to the business having one or
more locations, often separated by
distance, which are connected to
the IWSS, whilst having one or more
locations which are not.

Uncertainty with the reliability and
quantity of future water supply through
the IWSS should be justification
for the State to invest in the policy
changes being promoted in this
submission. The changes would not
only benefit a large number of farm
businesses but would also decrease
‘total water use’ from a system which
in recent dry years has struggled
with increased demand from the
metropolitan areas and one whose
rainfall-independent sources of water
are becoming more expensive.

WAFarmers Opposes
Proposed Water Charges in
the 2012–2013 State Budget
WAFarmers
was
disappointed
to find that the 2012–2013 State
Budget contained the proposed
reintroduction of $5.8 million of water
resource management fees. These
charges are allocated as a partial
recoup of the Department of Water’s
water resource management and
planning costs and are a carryover
of the previous State Government’s
attempt to introduce water license
administration fees. There had been
no consultation by the Department of
Water on these fees and charges in
the last 12 months, further, the charges
were proposed whilst the Government
continues to reduce its investment in
the Department of Water.
The charges are dependent on a future
Government decision to introduce them
in 2013–2014. WAFarmers was quick
to remind the Department and Water
Minister, Hon Bill Marmion, that the
previous State Government had failed
twice to move water license charges
in Parliament, a demonstration that
water users are unhappy with, being
charged for a service they believed
they were not receiving.
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suBmissiOns
y

Review of first-in first-served
policy — discussion paper; and

y

Review of the State’s Rural
Water Plan.

Many years of WAFarmers lobbying
paid off in early 2011, when the
Department of Water announced
the formation of the ‘Water Policy
Horticulture/Agriculture Industry
Reference Group’.
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Agricultural Protection
David Leake

Section Reports

The Federal Government
continues to significantly underinvest in financing the outcomes
of the Beale Review, despite
having agreed with its 84
recommendations back in 2008.

This year, WAFarmers continued to
have input into legislative change in
quarantine and biosecurity at both
State and Federal level. It is critical that
WAFarmers maintains involvement in
these discussions and even though
members are often not aware that they
are occurring, we are able to work to
ensure that farmers are not subjected
to another layer of bureaucracy
and expense through additional
compliance activities and costs.

Biosecurity and Agriculture
Management Act 2007
WAFarmers remains an active member
of the Department of Agriculture and
Food Western Australia’s (DAFWA)
Regulation
Reference
Group,
established to review the development
of the range of regulations under
the Biosecurity and Agriculture
Management Act.
In all, seven
separate regulations have, or will be
implemented to replace or update
old legislation, with the last of these
expected to be completed in 2013.
This year also saw a formal review
of the Industry Funding Schemes
established under the Biosecurity
and Agriculture Management Act.
The review, which was a requirement
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of the introduction of the schemes,
reviewed
the
regulations,
the
operation of the schemes, and
any benefits to the industry of the
schemes. While WAFarmers remains
supportive of the schemes, and
have members in key roles within
their management committees, our
comments to the review focused on
the need for industry’s commitment
and contribution to the management
and funding of future pest and disease
incursions, to be matched by the State
Government, and the need for greater
transparency in the decision making
processes on the expenditure of the
scheme’s funds.

Inquiry and Review
This year saw the release of both the
Final Report of the Senate’s ‘Inquiry
into Australia’s Biosecurity and
Quarantine Arrangements’ and the
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry’s (DAFF) report, “An
update since the publication of One
Biosecurity: a working partnership”.
The Senate findings were in line with
WAFarmers’ submission: “that the
Government gives higher priority to
funding and implementation of the
Beale Review reforms”. WAFarmers

believes (even with the investment
announced
in
the
2012–2013
Budget) that the Federal Government
continues to significantly under-invest
in financing the outcomes of the Beale
Review, despite having agreed with its
84 recommendations back in 2008.
These comments were echoed
in the DAFF’s report which noted
some legislative changes were
underway, while many of the report’s
recommendations were still ‘under
ongoing review’.

State Level Management
WAFarmers has also continued to call
for greater levels of State Government
investment in managing pests and
weeds on the land under its control.
The 2012–2013 State Budget did not
fund the key responsible agencies in
this areas and this shortfall, plus the
announced efficiency dividend, will
see the loss of staff and capacity in
future years, as a result weeds and
pests on State managed land will
remain an ongoing challenge.
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Education and Training
Max Watts

After a couple of years of the
portfolio being handled ‘in-house’,
this year saw Max Watts take on the
portfolio, assisted by Trish Leake, who
commenced on the Rural and Remote
Education Advisory Council (RREAC)
in July. The lack of an elected member
in the portfolio in recent years had
seen activity drop away, however with
two people working on the issues, this
has changed through the latter part of
the year.
The issues addressed in the portfolio
can be considered in broad terms as
being in two categories, the promotion
of farming and agribusiness as a
career and in addressing the costs,
and challenges of education for
farmers and their families in rural
Western Australia.
I would like to thank Mrs Leake
for her involvement in the RREAC.
Mrs Leake came highly referenced
and recommended by previous
RREAC member, Jane Fuchsbichler,
and since getting involved with
WAFarmers has added considerable
knowledge to our capacity. Her
commitment and enthusiasm for
the role will also see our members’
interests well represented.

Agriculture on the National
Curriculum Plate
WAFarmers supported calls from
the National Farmers’ Federation
and Primary Industries Education
Foundation (PIEF) in calling for
greater investment in education
around farmers and farming, after a
study found that student’s knowledge
of Australia’s food and fibre sector
was alarmingly low.
If students are to be attracted into
agriculture as a career, be it as farmers
or in a support industry, then the next
generation of school leavers must be
exposed to basic farming practices
and understand where food comes
from, from an early age. If they are
not then it is unlikely they will choose
one of the many, varied jobs which the

agricultural industry provides, which
is a real concern, given what we know
about the need for farm productivity
to increase to meet the anticipated
demand for food that an expanding
population will bring.
WAFarmers supported the PIEF’s call
for food and fibre production to be
directly included in the sustainability
component of the National Curriculum,
to ensure students are taught about
these vital areas.

Further, given that all students in
these disciplines have to travel and
live in the metropolitan areas to
study, WAFarmers believes that these
students should be able to transition
to these locations without suffering
financial and social penalties.
suBmissiOns
y

Higher education and skills
training to support future
demand in agriculture and
agribusiness in Australia; and

y

Environmental Scan 2012.

Next Generation Farmers
Despite a number of reviews and
inquiries being finalised in the last
12 to 18 months, their outcomes
have disappointingly highlighted
the challenges facing agricultural
education and skills development, but
did not offer any realistic solutions to
address these challenges.
This problem is complex and
challenging and requires innovative
thinking to develop options for
attracting and retaining young
people from traditional and nontraditional backgrounds into a career
in agriculture. The loss of Muresk is
symptomatic of a much wider problem
which is being felt by universities
in all Australian states. It is widely
recognised that a high percentage of
students who study agriculture-related
professions have a farm or farm-related
background. As the average size of
Western Australian farms increase,
leading to a decrease in the number
of farmers and farming families, this
potential pool of students decreases.

The issues addressed in the
portfolio can be considered in broad
terms as being in two categories,
the promotion of farming and
agribusiness as a career and in
addressing the costs, and challenges
of education for farmers and their
families in rural Western Australia.
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Communication

WAFarmers wish to thank
their valued sponsors and
valued members for their
continued support over the
past 100 years.

Section Reports

Manager Allie McNeice
Officer Steven Glover
Membership Megan MacNeill

2012 was not too dissimilar from
last year in terms of the Marketing
and Communications departments’
transient nature. The departure of
Alana Joske in late February saw
the introduction of Allie McNeice as
Manager, who subsequently wasted
no time in adding a new member to the
team, Megan MacNeill, in the newly
appointed role of Membership and
Community Development Officer. The
team, now with three highly motivated
and results driven performers, is
settling into a long-term plan for the
future of WAFarmers.
This year has proven to be a
momentous occasion for WAFarmers,
marking the celebration of 100 years
of positive achievement and service
to the farmers of Western Australia,
coinciding with this was the changing
of the guards, with Mike Norton
stepping down as President, after a
four year tenure and Dale Park taking
over the reins to continue the voice
for farmers.

New Membership Ofﬁcer
The milestones continued with
the introduction of a dedicated
Membership Officer under the
Marketing and Communications
team. In early August, Megan
MacNeill
commenced
working
for WAFarmers to oversee the
implementation of the new and
improved membership structure.
Ms MacNeill has been hired as the
first point of contact for all members
to improve services to our valued
members and to ensure their voice
is heard.

Leading Ladies Launch
Another milestone to note, was the
launch of the WAFarmers Leading
Ladies group, a progressive move
by WAFarmers from a male centric
organisation to embracing women
and the important contributions they
continue to make to the Agricultural
Industry. The launch of the WAFarmers
“Leading Ladies” group was held in
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conjunction with the RRR Network’s
Satellite Sundowner, in recognition of
International Rural Women’s Day.
This poignant occasion, signified the
commencement of an “action group”.
Leading Ladies aims to unite women
of all ages and throughout Western
Australia, from city to country, who
aspire to develop an action plan
to assist our future generations’
understanding and appreciation of
where their food comes from.

Social Engagement
Due to the growing number of people
engaging with WAFarmers on our
social media platforms including the
WAFarmers facebook page, Twitter
account and Youtube channel, it was
inevitable to facilitate a more engaging
conversation with our members by
way of adding a members only area
and blog to the WAFarmers website.
With regards to sponsorships, 2012
saw the formation of a number of
new, long-term, corporate partners,
including Emerald Group becoming
a Diamond Sponsor, Motorplan Rural
becoming a Platinum Sponsor, RSM
Bird Cameron becoming a Major
Sponsor and Westpac becoming
the new AgConnect Sponsor, plus
a number of long-term sponsors
electing to renew their partnership
arrangements with WAFarmers.
Please visit the WAFarmers website
for more information on the full list of
sponsors.

Events
The Marketing and Communications
team was heavily focused on ensuring
the positive outcome for the WAFarmers,
WFI Centenary Conference 2012,
held at The Burswood Entertainment
Complex on 21–22 March which was a
fantastic success.
WAFarmers also exhibited at the Field
Days in Wagin, Dowerin, Newdegate
and Mingenew, as well as attending
other events such as the Esperance
Show, MLA Meat Profit Day, sponsoring

the Bridgetown show and organising
Brunswick Dairy Showcase.
WAFarmers wish to thank their valued
sponsors and valued members for
their continued support over the past
100 years. We truly hope to continue
the WAFarmers community well into
the next centenary.
The Marketing and Communications
team wish to grow membership and
key stakeholder engagement through
their premise of continual improvement
with all communication channels. We
hope members continue to see benefit
in the timely and relevant content
shared and look forward to a positive
and successful year in 2013.
Achievements
y

Confirmed three new sponsors
in the Platinum, Major and
partnership tiers;

y

Unveiled a members only area
on the website including the blog;

y

Partnered with WFI and Crime
Stoppers WA in a Livestock Theft
Campaign;

y

Provided a significant voice in
the media for the Centenary
Conference; and

y

Provided a significant voice in
the media in support of the live
export trade.
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Media

Mr Park wrote a number of
articles which were published
in The West Australian which
helped to get a clear message
out to the public about
agriculture and also resulted in
a number of other opportunities
for the Federation.

WAFarmers was once again at the
forefront of agricultural reporting in
2012.

and interviewed across a number of
media platforms and often invited to
functions in a guest speaker capacity.

The Federation continues to be
the number one stop for rural and
metropolitan
journalists
seeking
assistance with stories and sourcing
farmers to talk about a range of issues.

2012 also marked 100 years of
WAFarmers and with that came the
Centenary Conference and various
celebrations to mark the significant
milestone.

2012 was once again dominated
by Live Exports. The live export
debate has been ongoing since
May 2011 with new footage and
reports occurring periodically and
using up significant resources within
WAFarmers. Industry has developed
a
streamlined
response,
with
industry bodies and state farming
organisations working together to
ensure a consistent message is
conveyed to the public through media
with the appropriate spokespeople
being available at all times.

Marketing
and
Communications
Officer, Steven Glover, developed
two projects to mark the centenary.
A 12-minute historical video was
produced for Conference and has also
been made available online. He also
researched and edited a centenary
booklet, The Western Australian
Farmers Federation: Representing WA
farmers for 100 years. Both projects
were fitting of the achievements of
the Federation and will stand the test
of time as documents which can be
used for years to come.

A major task for the Marketing and
Communications Team was the
changeover of Presidents. Mike Norton
had an enormous profile in the Western
Australian media and a massive
challenge was developing a similar
profile for Dale Park, after he was
elected as President in March 2012.

WAFarmers continued to build and
develop relationships with all media
outlets in Western Australia. One
of the goals for the Marketing and
Communications Team was to increase
the amount of agricultural-related
articles in the metropolitan media.
WAFarmers has sought to do this be
developing closer ties with The West
Australian, The Sunday Times and WA
Business News, to name a few.

Mr Park has worked extremely hard
to ensure he is available for media
and various public engagements,
in an effort to lift his public profile
and develop himself as the face of
WAFarmers. He is widely quoted

message out to the public about
agriculture and also resulted in a
number of other opportunities for the
Federation.
WAFarmers continues to have a
strong relationship with the Farm
Weekly, through a page in the weekly
publication and has assisted the ABC
Country Hour in a number of outside
broadcasts at WAFarmers events,
including the Centenary Conference.
The challenge for WAFarmers in the
future is to keep up with the demands
of the media as the increase of
immediate content is greater. The
want of media outlets to break news
via social media and news website
means it is imperative that WAFarmers
staff and elected representatives are
available to discuss issues with media
in a short time frame.
The media world is changing with a
number of organisations moving to
implement pay walls on their news
websites, to increase revenue from
this medium. While the traditional
newspaper remains an important
part of society, the number of people
getting their news elsewhere is
growing rapidly and WAFarmers
needs to realise this and adjust to the
changing media landscape.

Mr Park wrote a number of articles
which were published in The West
Australian which helped to get a clear
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Financial Report
For the year ended 30 November, 2012
Executive Summary
This Executive Financial Summary
has been viewed purely on a dollar
basis and the year was very ‘tough’
in that the business net loss was
$102,974. However, there were nonfinancial gains such as establishment
of the strategic plan.

Financial Report

Summary of Income and
Expenditure
The expenditures have been well
managed under continuing austerity
measures however, total expenses
increased by 8% to $1,739,499 with
personnel costs increasing 16% to
$850,775 which represents 49% of
total expenses.
The cause of ongoing concern is the
revenue declines in Membership, a
trend for the last 6 years. Memberships
this year have reduced by 3% to
$1,066,589 which represents 65% of
total revenue. Reducing membership
numbers and dollars means we have
to find more diversified revenue
areas. Membership growth is critical
and the move to ‘pay for what you use’
membership structure was sound.
The recruitment of a Membership and
Community Development officer will
also assist in improving our focus on
improving membership services and
strategic membership recruitment.
Sponsorship
has
significantly
increased by 61% to $267,709.

Balance Sheet
The balance sheet has been
weakened by the depletion of
reserves by the years trading loss of
$102,974. Members funds on the 30th
November 2012 were $651,792. The
reserves are represented by 100%
Cash in the Bank.

Income and Expenditure Statement
2012
ACTUAL
$
Beyond the Farmgate

Farm Weekly

News Research
Sub Total

7,894

10,000

6,505

9,283

11,000

24,537

27,000

10,912

32,012

32,100

24,873

1,166

2,000

7,360

6,000

5,450

22,867

Marketing & Promotion
Membership Promotion
Marketing Promotion

Sponsorship/Awards
Field Days & Shows

Website Development
Wheatpool Marketing
Sub Total

6,620

2,000

12,999

16,500

2,068

8,000

2,908
2,265

14,229

45

1,500

13,224

54,910

62,100

65,966

675,257

646,003

583,251

75,771

98,990

80,001

4,837

4,000

8,893

7,000

8,467

PERSONNEL
Salaries & Wages
Superannuation

Zone Co-Ordinators Wages

Zone Co-Ordinators Expenses

Payroll Tax

Fringe Benefits Tax

Recruitment & Training
Staff Travel

Sub Total

67,771

64,233

59,257

4,794

5,000

4,720

3,000

8,732

9,500

850,775

837,726

734,751

207,608

194,000

188,982

19,873

23,000

18,365

2,209
1,553
1,328
2,777
4,375

OFFICE SERVICES
Rent & Variables

Car Parking Additional
Electricity

Office Operating Expenses
Repairs & Maintenance
General Expenses
Minor Assets

Periodicals & Publications

Sub Total

800

1,000

456

97,804

113,800

102,986

11,911

11,000

565

1,000

10,199

5,735

7,000

6,022

344,416

351,800

327,405

120

1,000

395
0

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Bank Fees
Insurance

Audit Fees

Legal Expenses
Depreciation

Sub Total
TOTAL ADMIN. EXPENSES
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2011
ACTUAL
$

COMMUNICATIONS

Accounting Fees
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2012
BUDGET
$

2,415

3,000

2,034

20,498

17,500

28,680

15,265

17,000

16,320

10,057

10,000

9,720

34,834

45,000

13,992

12,500

97,061

105,000

127,196

1,371,699

1,383,626

1,278,185

57,064

13,378
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For the year ended 30 November, 2012
2012
ACTUAL
$

2012
BUDGET
$

2011
ACTUAL
$

INCOME
Members Subscriptions
Zone Membership Drive
Allied Industries/Associate Members
Affiliation Fees
Contract Services
Commission
Sponsorship Income
Interest-Main A/C & Term Deposits
Commodity Sections Income
National Representation Income
Zone Investments Income
Rental Income
Sundry Income
Datamars Income
Farm Ready Project Grant

1,052,699
13,890
8,906
4,000
175,916
15,813
267,709
44,263
0
17,786
3,463
10,123
5,339
7,793
8,824

1,090,900
110,000
10,000
4,300
157,758
12,000
220,300
50,000
5,000
33,073
3,000
6,000
3,000
11,000
12,650

1,089,566
0
8,215
4,332
125,465
10,379
165,773
55,287
5,220
0
14,790
0
3,462
10,485
52,150

TOTAL INCOME

1,636,524

1,728,981

1,545,124

40,139
23,520
13,057
2,152
6,820
0
19,101

40,000
23,520
11,250
10,000
12,275
40
19,101

40,000
23,520
2,360
0
0
0
17,935

Sub Total

104,789

116,186

83,815

General Section Executive Expenses
Board Expenses
President’s Allowance inc Super
President’s Expenses
Annual Conference
General Council
Commodity Expenses
Commodity Pres/Portfolio Allowance
Farm Ready Project Expenses
Datamars Expense
Zone Levies

2,854
7,981
60,277
23,463
100,590
7,105
19,488
20,500
14,372
6,380
0

2,000
10,000
63,220
30,000
100,000
7,500
21,700
25,000
12,650
10,000
3,000

443
9,397
62,419
26,674
39,492
5,950
26,648
23,534
45,106
9,797
986

Sub Total

263,010

285,070

250,446

OTHER EXPENSES
ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES

367,799
1,371,699

401,256
1,383,626

334,261
1,278,185

TOTAL EXPENSES

1,739,498

1,784,882

1,612,446

-102,974

-55,901

-67,322

LESS EXPENDITURE
Affiliation Fees
National Farmers Federation
Cattle Council of Australia
Sheepmeat Council of Australia
Grains Expense Account
WoolProducers Australia
Australian Honey Bee
Australian Dairy Farmers

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)
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Balance Sheet

NOVEMBER
2012

NOVEMBER
2011

150,000
78,219
250
111,934
131,112
19,096
7,278
802,350

400,000
73,960
250
110,993
130,649
25,006
0
848,858

14,209
14,387
1,649
954
1,400
3,590
997
10
1,334
38,530

15,846
22,280
2,032
1,237
2,795
5,441
997
10
1,334
51,972

840,881

900,830

0
8,990
68,638
-169
13,594
73,817
0
0
0
8,376
-13,939
159,307

7,401
7,536
43,330
699
14,794
0
0
52,000
0
8,228
-14,593
119,396

29,782
0
29,782

26,669
0
26,669

Total Liabilities

189,089

146,065

NET ASSETS

859,615

889,878

754,766
-102,974

822,088
-67,322

651,792

754,766

Assets
Current Assets

Financial Report

For the year ended 30 November, 2012

Westpac Bank — Term Deposits
Term Deposits — Elders Rural
Petty Cash
Accounts Receivable
Zone Bank Accounts
Prepayments
Sundry Debtors
Total Current Assets

Non-Current Assets

Furniture & Fittings
Lease Hold Improvements
Plant & Machinery
Telephone System
Computer Hardware
Computer — Software
Investment — Westralian Farmers
Investment — Trust Fund WAFF
Investment — Farmwide
Total Non-Current Assets
Total Assets

LIABILITIES
Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable
Payroll Liabilities-Group Tax/Super
Provision for Holiday Pay
Staff Contributions-Xmas Function
Accruals
Subs in Advance
WAFFIA-Subs Control
Income Received in Advance
Sundry Creditors
GST Collected
GST Paid
Total Current Liabilities

Non-Current Liabilities

Prov for Employee Long Service Leave
National Affiliation Fees
Total Non Current Liabilities

EQUITY

Retained Surplus
Current Surplus
TOTAL EQUITY
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